
MANY MANSIONS 

Introduction  

John’s gospel is all about reasons for faith in Jesus. But Jesus’ final days proved a challenge to the 

faith of his disciples – other things may challenge ours. What Jesus said the evening he was betrayed 

is intended to strengthen that faith of all believers, not only the apostles’ faith.  

The apostles’ perplexity 

Jesus’ apostles were perplexed. That shows in Jesus’ words to them, ‘Stop letting your heart being 

troubled’.  

It had to do with his impending departure, of which he had spoken. They knew his teaching given in 

the previous months. They saw how opposition to him had increased. And he spoke about it plainly 

that evening.  

It must have seemed that they had lost absolutely everything. They felt a deep attachment for him; 

now he was going away. Worse than that, they had expected the Kingdom of God to come, but now 

their expectations were dashed; religious fools were destroying what was most precious to them.  

Worst of all, they were losing hope at the deepest level humanity knows. Their basic beliefs, their 

view of the world and of their place in it suddenly seemed to be falsified. Where now is their belief 

in God, in the resurrection (‘the hope of Israel’), the restoration of truth and goodness in a world of 

sin? The patriarchs ‘looked for a city’; so did the apostles, but it seemed as if that hope had been 

foolish.  

Such an experience is widely recognised as one of the most stressful a person can have; when their 

basic assumptions about life are shown to be false. Nothing makes sense any more, and they do not 

know which way to turn. It is a recipe for despair. We see it in Psalm 73, and we see how it was 

resolved when God affirmed Asaph’s beliefs as true once more.  

As they looked into that abyss they must have felt deceived. 

Christ’s promise 

Jesus dealt with them in four ways. 

First, his reply addresses the feeling of being deceived. He says, ‘If it were not so I would have told 

you’. Instead of feeling deceived and hopeless they should have been encouraged by the truth of 

what they had already believed. ‘I go to prepare a place for you … I would have told you.’  

Jesus used a word that indicates security and permanence, sometimes translated ‘mansions’. It 

stands in contrast to everything that is transient. It is the same contrast we find in Hebrews 11 

between the patriarchs living in tents but looking for a city that has foundations. The apostles had 

started to feel everything was uncertain; Jesus was telling them they had a secure and permanent a 

place with God.  

When tempted to despair remember to heed the Saviour’s words. Have you had reason to trust him 

in the past? Then trust him still.  

He gently rebukes their feeling of being deceived ‘I would have told you’. Their perplexity 

dishonoured him. He had to remind them of who he was and of the reasons for faith in him. Our 



times of despondency dishonour him too if they run counter to what he has said, and he may have 

to rebuke our unbelief. 

Secondly he explained his departure to them. Far from abandoning them he was going in order to 

bless them. ‘I go to prepare a place for you’. It was for their sakes, not his. Far from losing the 

blessings they wanted his departure would ensure the got them.  

‘Prepare’. His death would atone for their sins and thus reconcile heaven and earth; the existing 

barrier to them entering heaven would be removed. By his resurrection he would vindicate them, 

showing that their sins (which he bore) were gone for ever. By his ascension he would lay claim to 

heaven for them; his intercession is part of his saving work (Hebrews 7:25).  

Then he would work on earth, by his word and Spirit leading them in works of service to be 

rewarded in heaven at the last day.  

Some of his preparation would be his work alone; some would be their work through faith in him 

and obedience to him.  

Jesus’ third approach was to promise that he would return to them. It was the last thing they 

expected. This is not a reference to the Holy Spirit, but to his Second Coming at the last day. This will 

be when his preparation of heaven is complete. He says about that return, ‘my reward is with me, to 

give every one according to his work’ (Revelation 22:12).  

Lastly, he promised that when he returns he will ‘receive’ them. The word conveys the idea of a 

welcome, and a transition from one situation to another. Their life in this world will be over; never 

again will sin or Satan trouble them. Because of his preparation Jesus will welcome them into that 

place where there is no condemnation, no sin, and no fear. Heaven is a world of love for it shares the 

character of its God.  

This is more than what Jesus said to the thief on the cross, ‘Today you will be with me in Paradise’. 

This refers to the glorious resurrection, when God will ‘swallow up death in victory’ (Isaiah 25:8).  

Far from having their hopes destroyed the apostles were to have them all fulfilled. At the 

resurrection ‘the meek will inherit the earth’ (Psalm 37:11; Matthew 5:5). There will be ‘new 

heavens and a new earth’ (Isaiah 65:17; 2 Peter 3:13).  

Their longing will be satisfied. Their perplexity was because they had reason to love the Lord Jesus 

yet he seemed to be abandoning them. That day he will receive them to be with him on the Father’s 

house forever. There they will see his glory and be satisfied. Is that what heaven means to you?   

God’s program 

Their unspoken question had been, ‘What shall we do?’ months earlier some people had asked 

Jesus, ‘What shall we do to work the works of God?’ and he had answered, ‘Believe on the One 

whom he has sent’.  

The apostles were wondering which way to turn now? In fact Jesus encouraged them to ask him by 

saying to them, ‘You know where I am going, and you know the way’. They confessed their 

ignorance. Jesus explained.  

His answer was no different to what he had already said many times. He pointed them to himself 

again. ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except by me.’ To have your 

hope of eternal life fulfilled what matters is not what you do but what Jesus does for you. ‘Believe in 

the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.’  



He is ‘the way’. He is the Mediator between God and us. As prophet he reveals God to us. As priest 

he intercedes with God for us. As king he works in us to will and to do what God wants of us. He 

made reconciliation by his death; now by his Spirit he draws people into faith so they may obtain 

that reconciliation for themselves. It is he who says, ‘Come unto me’; and it is he who will welcome 

every believer into the Father’s house at the great day. Have faith in him. 

He is ‘the truth’. After all their seeking he is the reality – as Saviour and as the God they desired. The 

shadowy figure of the Old Testament had appeared in the light, and was addressing their perplexity. 

Others had prophesied about him; he fulfilled their prophecies. This is the truth – the glory of God 

revealed, that all intelligent creation finds so fulfilling.  

He is ‘the life’. He meets their every weakness. How often has he raised you up after backsliding or 

fainting? And he will raise you up at the last day. Outside of Christ there is only death for humanity. 

In Christ there is only eternal life. He is our life – by his death he has purchased it. This life is the gift 

of God – ‘This is the testimony, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son’ (1 John 

5:11).  

‘He who has the Son of God has life; he who does not have the Son does not have life’ (1 John 5:12). 

Therefore, cease from desponding unbelief; receive the gift the Father is offering you – believe in his 

Son and that life will be yours.  

‘Stop letting your heart be troubled! You believe in God; believe in me also.’  


