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The truth of the reality of your need to be brought into personal relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ, and to enter into the kingdom of God by being born again; this is the mystery of the 
kingdom of God. How to come to understand this, and how to enter into this kingdom, is 
something that men and women, young people and children do not see by nature.  This is the 
truth that I want to explore with you this morning.  It is not only a mystery which we need to 
understand to enter the kingdom of God, it is a mystery which we should not neglect as a 
believer either; even if we have been a citizen of Christ's kingdom for some time.   For the 
principle taught here is true for all; we must make use of and improve upon what truth we have 
been given, or we shall lose it. Since there is a greater amplification of this truth, found in 
Matthew 13, we will use that text primarily to preach from so that we might understand better 
what Jesus is saying.  In verse 10 of Matthew 13, it is related for us that the disciples came to 
Jesus after He had preached to the multitudes, and when they had a private audience with him, 
they asked Jesus a general question concerning parables.  The question was in relation to the 
multitudes who had just been listening to Him.  “Why do You speak to them in parables?”  The 
implication of the question was, that since they didn’t understand what He was saying; how 
would they profit by it?  And in response Jesus gives them 3 reasons why He spoke in this way.  
1st - Jesus spoke in parables because understanding the kingdom and how to enter it is a gift of 
God. 2nd – Because more understanding will be given to you if you have the basic understanding 
revealed to you.  And 3rd – Because the preaching of parables does fulfill God's purpose in 
relation to mercy and judgment for all that hear them.  Let’s look at these reasons more closely 
and be praying in our spirit that we would with all meekness receive Christ's words.   
1st - Jesus spoke in parables because understanding the kingdom and how to enter 
it is a gift of God. (Matthew 13, verse 11) 
       “Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been given.”  Now, even the way that Jesus speaks here, we find him conveying 
different levels of meaning.  It is true that all the people who had listened to Jesus that day had 
heard Him speak words. They had been given an opportunity to know the mysteries of the 
heaven when they heard His spiritual words.  They had all drawn near to the Lord Jesus to listen 
to Him.  But Jesus knew what most of them did not know. It would take more than an 
opportunity to hear to come to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. To know the 
mysteries, to understand what it would mean to come to know God, Jesus was saying, was going 
to take a special gift of God's grace.  God would have to reveal the truth for the mind to grasp the 
significance of it, and to act upon it.  A gift of this kind of knowing is only bestowed upon the 
mind and heart of the person who is hearing the Word of God; yes, but there is something more.  
There is a gracious work of God's Spirit enlightening the mind and moving the heart to consider 
the beauty and the glory of Christ.  And this is always in accordance with the eternal purpose of 
God in Election; His secret choice of certain persons unto everlasting life.  A person may be 
hearing the gospel, may understand certain things by listening.  But to really come to saving 
faith, the natural blindness, of any person that you might think of, including yourself, must be 
removed by God.  There are many verses of Scripture which will teach us this truth plainly.    
       Let's turn over to 2 Corinthians Chapter 4 first.   The Apostle Paul says concerning his 
preaching of the gospel in verse 3, “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the 
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gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine upon them.”  All people who 
have not believed in Jesus Christ for salvation are perishing in their sins.  They have been 
blinded by Satan so that they are not convinced that they need to believe.  This blindness is not 
simply because Satan has pulled the wool over the unbeliever’s eyes.  It is because he really loves 
the darkness of sin and by nature does not want to be awakened from the sleep of spiritual death 
by the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ shining upon them.  They do not believe “lest” this 
should happen.  
        Turn with me to over to Matthew 11: 25.  Jesus has just finished pronouncing His woes upon 
Chorazin and Bethsaida which were the two cities in which He had done most of His mighty 
works.  They had seen His miracles and heard His teaching and they had not repented of their 
sins.  After pronouncing this judgment upon them, He then turns to His Father in prayer and 
says, “At that time Jesus answered and said, ‘I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes.”   
“Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight.”  “All things have been delivered to Me by 
My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father.”  “Nor does anyone know the Father 
except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”  You can see here from these 
words of Jesus that the Father has hidden “these things” from the “wise and prudent”.  These are 
not people who are spiritually wise and prudent; they are wise and prudent in their own eyes 
and in the eyes of other worldly people.  God hides Himself and the revelation of the truth from 
the souls of people that are like this.  But every person, every one outside of Christ, without 
grace, will have this attitude to one degree or another.  They say that they see, but they are really 
blind if they do not see their need of conversion.  God reveals these truths of grace to “babes”, 
those of His choice who do not think that they understand everything themselves.  Every person 
who sees their need to be converted, comes to see their need of grace because God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, reveals to him or to her the perfect holiness of God the Father and the 
utter sinfulness of their own heart.  The Son “wills to reveal” these things to those whom God 
intends to save.   It is given to them.   
       You say to me, “But doesn’t God desire to save each and every person and so He freely offers 
the gospel to every person?”  Doesn’t every person have the same choice as to whether they want 
to trust in Christ or not trust in Him?  I would answer you, that if that were true, there would not 
be any such thing as the doctrine of Election or the need of God's sovereignty being exercised in 
salvation.  God does intend that the Church preach the gospel to every creature.  He has given 
this commandment to the Church.  She is to go and carry this out by the preaching of the word. 
And individual believers have the responsibility of not only sharing the truth of God’s word, but 
also pursuing a life of holiness; keeping the commandments of God.   This is the best witness for 
Christ Himself.   
       But at the same time that I say this, I know from the verses that I just read to you that God’s 
intention according to His Decrees; those holy and wise plans and purposes which He made 
before He created the World, is not to reveal Himself to every man savingly.  This is a part of the 
mystery of God.  It is not for us to act as judges of God and to say that this is not fair.  God’s ways 
are far above us.  He knows that it will not ultimately glorify Him to save every individual of 
fallen mankind.  Sin, and men clinging to it, must be shown to be utterly sinful.  The glory of His 
justice will be seen in the damnation of sinners as well as in the salvation of the Elect.   If it were 
not so, the Bible would not speak in the way that it does in Psalm 76, verse 10.  “Surely the wrath 
of man shall praise You; with the remainder of wrath You shall gird yourself.”  And Proverbs 16: 
4.  “The Lord has made all for Himself, yes even the wicked for the day of doom.”  It was the 
purpose of God in creating all things to create them for His own glory.  The truth of the matter is 
that there is no one who will seek God and trust in Christ without the Father drawing them to 
Christ, and without Christ revealing to them the Father.  This is not simply done by words that 
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are preached.  The words must indeed be preached, but they must be accompanied by the saving 
power that actually changes the heart.  This is what is always “given” to the Elect.  It is not given 
to the non-Elect.  There are those who are outside the kingdom to whom it has not been given to 
understand the mystery.  “Jacob I have loved, and Esau I hated” is just as true as “preach the 
gospel to every creature”.   
        Let us remember that it is not the job of the Christian to try to determine who the Elect are.  
We may be very wrong in our assessments and our conclusions.  It is ours to preach and share.  
And God will save all of His Elect.  Turn with me to John Chapter 6 verse 36.  Here we have the 
mystery of the kingdom of God.  “But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe.” 
You would think that seeing Christ do His mighty miracles would be enough to create faith in 
the heart of the one who saw Jesus do them.  But it is not.  Is not wonderful that Jesus goes on to 
say in verse 37 - “All that the Father has given me, will come to Me, and the one who comes to 
Me, I will not cast out.”  “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent me.”  “This is the will of the Father who sent me, that of all He has given Me I 
should lose nothing but should raise it up at the last day.”  “And this is the will of Him who sent 
Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will 
raise him up at the last day.”  Now turn over to John 10: 26.   It says, “But you do not believe, 
because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.”  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me.”  “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall 
anyone snatch them out of My hand.”  “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; 
and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.”  The fact is; that those who believe 
in Christ, hear His voice in the Word which is preached to them because it has been given to 
them.  God comes to their soul and opens their heart to the gospel.  This is why they come to 
saving faith.  This is why they are kept by the power of God and do not apostatize.  The Lord says 
that He gives them eternal life; He promises them that they will never perish.  Salvation is all of 
the Lord.  It is given to them to understand the mystery of God and the mysteries of God.   To 
those who are not His sheep; it is not given. 
2ndly - Jesus spoke in parables because more understanding will be given to you if 
you have the basic understanding revealed to you. (Matthew 13: 12) 
         “For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance, but whoever does 
not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.”  “Therefore I speak to them in 
parables….”  We have now seen that the Christian is one who “has”.   He has been given the 
ability to understand the spiritual things of God's word, the Bible.  Even as the Apostle John said 
in 1 John 5, verse 20.  “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an 
understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son 
Jesus Christ.”  Now in the gospel of Mark, these words that we are now studying are given later 
on in the discourse in verse 24.  And the subject there is the Christian’s witness; how he shows 
forth the light that he is given or whether he hides it; the kind of measure that he uses to judge 
things by, and judges other people by. I will preach that message when we get there in our 
consecutive study.  Here in Matthew, however, the context and the emphasis is upon God’s work 
in the believer.  “For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have an abundance.”  
Salvation is all of God in the mystery of its inception, and it is also all of God in the mystery of its 
continuance.  It is not that the work is not definite on God's part.  It is just that God’s work is not 
always easily perceived by the believer himself.  God intends that it be this way.  The believer in 
Christ is to live by faith and not by sight.   
       But this principle of the continuing and ongoing supply of grace is something that is very 
important for the believer to remember.  It is not at all uncertain in God’s mind what He is going 
to do.  His work has a definite beginning and definite steps to completion, although it is a 
mystery to the believer at many points.  Philippians 1: 6 says, “He who has begun a good work in 
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you will perfect it (will complete it, will perform it) until the day of Christ.”  God is faithful in 
continuing to supply the believer’s every true spiritual need.  To those whom He has given light 
and grace He will most certainly supply more and more light and grace to them, and it says here 
that they will have an abundance.  “I have come that they might have life, and have it more 
abundantly,” says Jesus in John 10: 10.  “I am the good shepherd,”  He says in verse 11: “The 
good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”  He gave His life so that we might have abundant 
spiritual life.  “For whoever has, to him more shall be given.”  John 1: 16 says, “And of His 
fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.”  “For the law was given through Moses, but 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”   
       How does this spiritual life manifest itself in the life of the believer in Jesus Christ?  It 
manifests itself in a supreme love of the truth of the Word of God as the means to become like 
Jesus Christ; to be conformed to His blessed image.  And through this supreme love, the 
relationship with the Savior is cultivated and fruit is then born unto God in good works which 
glorify Him.  This is the connection with the context of the parable of the sower in which only 
one kind of ground is found to receive the seed and to grow up into a plant which bears fruit 
unto God.  If you do not have this new mind and new heart; if you have not been freely given 
saving grace from God through Jesus Christ our Lord, then you cannot bear fruit and you have 
nothing to show for your life in the sight of God at the judgment.  You do not have Christ, and 
because you do not have His life working in your life, you will not bring forth fruit which will 
remain.  You must be cast away as a branch and be burned in the fire.  But the principle of acting 
upon the light that you have, holds true in both the Christian and the unbeliever.  “Whoever has, 
to him more will be given.” “But whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from 
him.”  The unbeliever cannot believe that God will send him to hell for not believing in Christ 
and living to himself and this world.  Is not God a God of love?  He will never punish me.  What 
have I ever done to deserve that?  The answer is that you would not love Him and serve Him on 
His terms which are found in the Bible, which is His Book.  This book, the Bible, was and it is 
God’s way of speaking to you.  This is how He reveals Himself and His will to all men.  If this is 
rejected and grace is not given from God to change and to repent, this man will lose his soul.  
“Even what he has will be taken away from him.”   
       But we need to see as well, that the Christian needs to take care that he lives according to 
this principle of improving upon the light that he has been given.   The Christian cannot and will 
not lose his salvation once God has begun a work of grace in his heart.  He will not lose the work 
that God has first begun.  But it is possible, through a lack of acting upon what you are taught 
that you may lose your reward.  In other words, God and His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, do 
evaluate what you and I do with the light and the grace that we have given to us in such 
abundance.  The principle is this: that if you improve upon what has been given to you with a 
loving, faithful, and sincere obedience, then more grace and more light will be given to you.  You 
will become wise.  Proverbs 9: 9 says, “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; 
teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.”   This is because you are improving upon all 
that is given to you spiritually by God.  More will most certainly be given to you.  You will 
continue to grow in wisdom and favor with God and men, even as Christ did when he was a 
young man growing up.  (Luke 2: 52) 
       Turn over with me to 1 Corinthians 3, verse 8.  As you might remember, the Corinthian 
church was really quite carnal.  They were believers, but in certain respects they did not act like 
it.  There were sins of envy, strife, and divisions among them.  There was a desire to exalt gifts 
and fleshly abilities above the graces of humility and love.  There was spiritual pride among 
them because they thought that they knew so much. And Paul spends much of this letter 
reproving them for these sins and mistakes.  But here he shows them that there will be 
consequences for believers who do not improve upon the grace and light given to them by their 
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Savior.  I am aware that in the context of these verses that the one who is building in this 
passage, primarily refers to a minister of the gospel such as Paul was.  He had laid the 
foundation of the teaching of Christ and Him crucified.  And he is referring to other men who 
were building upon that work of preaching which he had begun with them.  But after I explain 
these verses I will show you that the principle of having been given light and grace applies to all 
Christians.  It requires that we all build upon what we have been given, in terms of truth and 
grace.  We must improve upon it to the glory of God if we are to have a reward on the last day.  
“Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward 
according to his own labor.”  “For we are God's fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s 
building.”  “According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have 
laid the foundation, and another builds on it.”  “But let each one take heed how he builds on it.”  
“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  “Now if 
anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s 
work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire 
will test each one's work, of what sort it is.”  “If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, 
he will receive a reward.”  “If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be 
saved, yet so as through fire.”   
        You can see from these verses that all the works that a minister does, all of his preaching 
and teaching and all of his labors for Christ and his works are going to be evaluated on the Day 
of Judgment.  The searching fire of judgment will test the quality of each man’s work.  If he has 
built according to the Bible's doctrine and teaching; if he has built by the Spirit’s good working 
and power, laboring in love to God and man, with his own life in prayerful order, as he labors 
among the brethren of the church that he pastors, he shall receive a reward.  The gold, and the 
silver, and the precious stones reminds me of David’s having prepared with all of his might for 
the building of the temple.  He says in 1 Chronicles 29: 2: “I have prepared gold for things to be 
made of gold, silver for things of silver, bronze for the things of bronze, iron for the things of 
iron, wood for the things of wood, onyx stones, stones to be set, glistening stones of various 
colors, all kinds of precious stones, and marble slabs in abundance.”  “Moreover, because I have 
set my affection on the house of my God, I have given to the house of my God, over and above all 
that I have prepared for the holy house, my own special treasure of gold and silver.”   You see, 
this is the kind of work that stands forever spiritually.  The Old Testament temple was destroyed 
some years after it was built because of the unfaithfulness of the children of Israel.  But David’s 
love and affection and the way that he prepared to build that temple remains forever in the mind 
and heart of God.  Surely he has a great reward.   
       But these verses in 1 Corinthians teach us that if a Christian has not labored from the best of 
motives, if he has not labored for the glory of God and for the good of the church, then he shall 
lose his reward.  If he has labored selfishly, using carnal means and methods, walking in the 
pride of his mind, or in the selfishness of worldly goals, working from motives that are self-
seeking and benefiting no one but himself, his works shall be burnt up by the refining fire of 
Christ's judgment.  He shall be saved if a true work of grace existed in him, but his reward will be 
lost.  The same principle exists in the life of every believer whether they are a minister or not.  
Turn with me to Matthew 10, verse 39.   Jesus is sending out his 12 disciples to preach that “the 
kingdom of God is at hand.”  Here Jesus shows us the principle that we are speaking about from 
the human side of things; what we are to do with the grace which has been given to us.  Jesus is 
speaking and He says, “He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will 
find it.”  “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”  
“He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward.”  “And he 
who receives a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward.”  “And whoever gives one of 
these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he 
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shall by no means lose his reward.”  Now it should be pretty evident that God takes notice of the 
littlest of kindnesses to one of the least of his people.  You will indeed have a reward if you labor 
and work in this same way; receiving those who preach to you the gospel; receiving the message 
of the word, praying for further light and blessing upon your work and labors.   As I close this 
sermon, let me give you the 3rd and final point, even if I do not have the time to develop it.  I will 
try to develop it in my next sermon to you. 
3rd – Jesus spoke in parables because the preaching of parables does fulfill God’s 
purpose in relation to mercy and judgment for all that hear them.  (Verse 13) 
       “Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do 
not hear, nor do they understand.”  And verse 16: “But blessed are your eyes for they see, and 
your ears for they hear….”  When you are tempted to think hard thoughts of God because He 
seems to conceal from you the meaning of so many things which happen in your life; will you not 
pause and consider what a blessing it is that you are able to see spiritually so many of the most 
important things; the spiritual things related to eternal life and how to really see people around 
you saved eternally, and helped to be wise?  This is what Christ has given to all who believe in 
Him.  And He and the Father and the Holy Spirit have given to you all of these; the best of 
blessings, not because you merited it, or were worthy for Him to bestow them upon you, but all 
because of His free grace and abundant mercy through Christ in line with His eternal purpose.  
Rejoice then you believers, for it has been given to you to know the mystery of God. 
 


