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Message: Remembering the Word of the Lord, and the Lord of the Word
Text: Psalm 119:49-56

Introduction

  A.  As we celebrate the Lord’s Supper this day, we recall the words of our Lord Jesus, Who,
when He broke the bread and gave it to His disciples, said, 

  Luke 22:19   "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 

  B.  What does it mean to remember the Lord?  What does it mean to remember His word?

  C.  The 119  psalm is a useful psalm to answer such questions.  It is both the longest psalm andth

the longest chapter in the Bible.  Yet the way God inspired its writer to structure this
psalm, along with its inspired content, demonstrates to us that God both remembers His
Word to us and is committed to helping us remember Him and His Word to us, for He is
committed to conforming us to the image of His Son, our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ.

  D.  This psalm is a literary masterpiece, being an alphabetic acrostic psalm.  Other alphabetic
acrostics include Psalm 9-10; 25; 34; 37; 111; 112; 145;  Proverbs 31:10-31;
Lamentations 1-4 (especially ch. #3).

Psalm 119:1 

Aleph. How blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the
LORD. 

How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, who seek Him with all their heart.2  

`hw")hy> tr;îAtB. ~ykiªl.hoh;÷( %r,d'_-ymeymi(t. yreîv.a; 1   

`WhWv)r>d>yI bleî-lk'B. wyt'ªdo[e yreîc.nO yrev.a;â 2   

`Wkl'(h' wyk'îr'd>Bi hl'_w>[; Wlå[]p'-al{) @a;â 3   

`dao)m. rmoðv.li ^yd,ªQupi ht'yWIïci hT'a;â 4   

`^yQ<)xu rmoðv.li yk'ªr'd> WnKoïyI yl;x]a;â 5   

`^yt,(wOc.mi-lK'-la, yjiªyBih;B.÷ vAb+ae-al{ za'î 6   

`^q<)d>ci yjeîP.v.mi ydIªm.l'B.÷ bb'_le rv,yOæB. ^d>Aaâ 7   

`dao)m.-d[; ynIbEïz>[;T;-la;( rmo=v.a, ^yQ<ïxu-ta, 8   

  E.  But beyond the psalm’s structure, its content reveals that God desires to help His people
remember the Word of our God Who remembers His Word to us.

I.  119:49,50 Our God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is a God Who remembers His Word to
His servants.



Psalm 119:49 Remember (zachar) the word to Your servant, in which You have
made me hope.  This is my comfort in my affliction, that Your word has revived 50

me.

  A.  Since all Scripture is inspired by God, every word of Scripture reveals something about God
to us.  The fact that God would lead and teach His people to pray this way reveals His
heart’s desire to remember His Word to His servants who call on Him and trust Him to do
so.  But what does it mean for God to remember His word to us?  If He simply recalls
what He has said to us, how can that provide hope, comfort, and help to us?

  B.  Definition of “zachar” =  to remember (Zechariah, Hebrew:  Zakar-yah = "Yahweh
remembers" or "Yahweh has remembered"

      1.  Often in the Scriptures this word “remember” simply means “to recall” or “bring back to
mind” or to “keep in mind,” which is the way we use the word today.

      2.  But in many biblical contexts, unlike our usage today, the word “remember” includes not
only the idea of recalling but also of responding to what is recalled.

a.  Remembering = responding with favor, blessing

Genesis 8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that
were with him in the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and
the water subsided.

Genesis 30:22 Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave heed to her and
opened her womb.

1 Samuel 1:11   She made a vow and said, "O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed
look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget
Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a son, then I will give him to
the LORD all the days of his life, and a razor shall never come on his head." 

Psalm 106:4 Remember me, O LORD, in Your favor toward Your people; Visit
me with Your salvation,

b.  Remembering = responding with wrath, a curse

Hosea 9:9 They have gone deep in depravity as in the days of Gibeah; He will
remember their iniquity, He will punish their sins.

Revelation 16:19b  Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her
the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.

  C.  God’s remembering His word of promise and self-revelation in the past has given the 



faithful psalmist hope for the future and comfort for the present, thus reviving his spirit.

Psalm 119:49 Remember the word to Your servant, in which You have made me hope. 50

This is my comfort in my affliction, that Your word has revived me.

  D.  In what ways will God’s remembering His Word to us bring us hope, comfort, and thus,
revive our spirit?

      1.  The Lord has promised to be with us to protect and deliver us in times of trouble.

Psalm 91:15 "He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in
trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.

Matthew 28:20 ...and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

      2.  The Lord has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and trust in Him.

Jeremiah 31:34 "They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his
brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to
the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin
I will remember no more.

      3.  The Lord has promised a way to escape temptation.

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

     4.  The Lord promises to give us immortal, resurrection bodies by the power of His indwelling
Spirit - His regenerating, abiding, renewing, fruit producing, resurrecting Holy Spirit,
Who daily even now is renewing our inner person. 

2 Corinthians 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwells in you.

  E.  So because the psalmist asks in faith that the Lord would remember His word to him, the
Lord’s servant, he finds, hope, comfort, and a revived spirit in believing that God
remembers His Word to His servants.
As Christ’s apostle Paul writes:

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.



II.  119:51-52 Believers are called to be conformed to the image of our Lord Who
remembers His Word.

Psalm 119:51 The arrogant utterly deride me, yet I do not turn aside from Your law.
 I have remembered (zachar) Your ordinances from of old, O LORD, and comfort52

myself. 

  A.  The unidentified psalmist is a man who is experiencing the sadness and pains of great,
slanderous, life threatening opposition from arrogant, powerful people, yet he seeks
blessing, not from compromise, vengeance - returning evil with evil.  He seeks relief by
seeking God, and finding God reveled to him in God’s Word.  He does not forget God’s
law = he meditates on it and keeps it (does not turn aside).

Psalm 119:23 Even though princes sit and talk against me, Your servant meditates on
Your statutes.

Psalm 119:51 The arrogant utterly deride me, yet I do not turn aside from Your law.

Psalm 119:61 The cords of the wicked have encircled me, but I have not forgotten
Your law.

  B.  The psalmist recognizes that those who call upon the Lord to remember His Word are
themselves called by the Lord, not only to recall what God’s Word commands, but also to
respond by a faith that does what His Word commands. As David and others have
written...

Psalm 103:17 But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on
those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children's children,  to those who keep His 18

covenant and remember His precepts to do them.

    Galatians 2:10 They only asked us to remember the poor-- the very thing I also was
eager to do.

Hebrews 13:3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who
are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body. ...  7 Remember those who led
you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct,
imitate their faith.

III.  119:53-56 The Lord enables us to remember Him and His Word with Joy Amid
Adversity.

Psalm 119:53   Burning indignation has seized me because of the wicked, who
forsake Your law.  Your statutes are my songs in the house of my pilgrimage.  O 54  55

LORD, I remember (zachar) Your name in the night, and keep Your law.  This has 56

become mine, that I observe Your precepts. 



  A.  In spite of a culture where God’s law is forsaken, where he is greatly derided, mocked,
scorned, believers can take comfort and joy in knowing that God will remember his
promises to those whose faith produces a response of obedience to God’s commands, to
those who remember and do not forget God’s Word.

  B.  The psalmist is not boasting in his own strength to obey God’s law by faith.  He has already
petitioned and counted on the Lord for such grace.

Psalm 119:28 ... Strengthen me according to Your word.  Remove the false way from 29

me, and graciously grant me Your law. ...  I shall run the way of Your commandments,  32

for You will enlarge my heart. 

  C.  The object of our faith is not our faith or the obedience it produces.  While it is true that God
saves those whose faith works/obeys through love, whose faith is enduring, whose faith is
sincere, and therefore wholehearted, such sincere, wholehearted faith will never be so
perfect as to become the ground or basis for God regarding us as legally righteous in His
sight.

Psalm 130:3 If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?

Psalm 143:2 And do not enter into judgment with Your servant, for in Your sight no man
living is righteous.

  C.  The object of our faith is not the commands themselves, but the Lord who does the
commanding, the Lord whose commands reveal His holy nature and call us to live in
conformity to His image.

2 Timothy 2:8   Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David,
according to my gospel, 

  D.  His death not only has paid for the penalty of our sins, but is applied by the Spirit to our
souls, breaking the power of our sinful natures, enabling us to remember the Lord and His
Word - both recalling and responding to Him as Lord.  It is this application of the death of
Christ that both Paul and Peter speak ...

Romans 6:6   knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our
body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 

1 Peter 2:24  and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  For you were 25

continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian
of your souls. 

  E.  The Lord Jesus, therefore can command us to observe the Lord’s Supper “in remembrance
of Me,” and expect us to comply by His enablement. 



1 Corinthians 11:23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that
the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread;  and when He had 24

given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of Me.  "  In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, 25

"This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

  E. In remembering Him around the Lord’s Table, we are being told not simply to recall the
crucified, risen Christ, but to respond to this Christ, trusting in His provision of His
sacrificed body for our sins, and receiving Him in all of His God granted honor and glory
as Lord.  Every time we eat the Lord’s Supper in sincere faith, we pledge anew to Christ,
our faith, love, recalling and responding to all that He is.

Conclusion:  God, in this seventh stanza of Psalm 119 invites us to find hope and comfort by
trusting in Him to remember His Word to us, including  His enabling us remember the
Word of God, and thus remember the God of the Word, and in this way to be blessed in
Christ Jesus.

  Psalm 119:2  How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, who seek Him with all
their heart. 

Psalm 119:55  O LORD, I remember Your name in the night, and keep Your law. 56

This has become mine, that I observe Your precepts. 
 May this blessing by His grace also become ours.
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