
5:1  

For we know that if our earthly house, This refers not to the planet, but to the matter out of which our 

“house” or “tent” was made. The idea that it is called a “tent” refers to the temporary nature as seen in 4:18. 

However, the matter, the “earth” out of which we are made refers back to 4:7. The “glory of God in the face of 

Jesus” (4:6) made clear by the indwelling Holy Spirit (3:2-3) is that which indwells our dirt-made house. And 

this is precisely why Paul says that our readiness for this new house in the skies is from this Same Holy Spirit 

(5:5). this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. As opposed to “temporal” on earth (4:18). 

 

5:2-4  

For in this we groan, mentioned again in verse 4. It is like tremors before an earthquake. We are ready to crack 

and hard to keep together. There is a sense that things are not exactly as they have been designed. Have you 

ever felt that way? Like things are not the way they ought to be? Every groaning of your soul is a witness that 

you are not as you have been created and are not as you shall be. Earnestly desiring to be clothed with our 

habitation contextually, this cannot be that which Jesus describes as “many mansions” in “the Father’s house.” 

This is something that must fit the context. If our earthly, dirt-wrought bodies are the temporary housing than 

the heavenly housing is that which we get after the dirt-wrought house is “destroyed” (5:1) which is from 

heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. Having seen the Genesis 1 reference 

in 4:6 and the Genesis 2 reference in 4:16 (“outward man perishing”), it seems obvious to see the Genesis 3 

reference in 5:3. In other words, when we arise in the last day, we will be as we were first in the garden: clothed 

in God’s glory, living in God’s presence; having access to the tree of life, but totally “not found naked.” A trip 

to Genesis 3 would help us discover that they found themselves to be naked but did not find shame in said 

nakedness first found in Genesis 2. What is simple enough is to see this understood nakedness in consequence 

to the “unglorifying” of mankind. That is, his sin with Eve was so debasing of God’s image that there was no 

resemblance between the original and the reflection, and they saw themselves as “naked.” Well, “no more.” 

4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further 

clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. This “groaning” is that witness that says a resurrection 

awaits the believer, according to 1 Corinthians 15 (particularly 15:51ff).
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5:5  

Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

See notes under verse 1. We’ll just add here that the “Spirit who has clothed us inwardly in glory is preparing us 

for glory. This thought is introduced and this point argued since 3:18. 

 

5:6-8  

So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 

Being “in the body” is the emphasis here, and it is in distinction with the “eternal house in the heavens” (5:1). 

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the 

body and to be present with the Lord. In Philippians 1:23-24 Paul actually says “you are the only reason I am 

here.”  

 Furthermore, while there appears to be a gap between having the “earthen jar” of 4:7 and the heavenly 

body of 5:1, Paul helps remove ambiguity in this very passage regarding what is typically known as the 

“intermediate state.” He leaves no room for what is commonly referred to as soul sleep.  

 

                                                             
1 I wonder if Paul knew anything about the resurrection’s nature at this point? Was 1 Thessalonians written afterward? He seems to have: 

1. An understanding that we “groan” awaiting the redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:18-24) while here he seems to place it, not at the 
resurrection, but at death (2 Corinthians 5:1). 2. He also understands that there is mortality swallowed up when our bodies are changed (1 
Corinthians 15:51) but seems to connect that changing to this “body” being “destroyed” and “being clothed with an eternal house in the heavens” 
(2 Corinthians 5:1, 4). In other words, I am not sure I see him distinguishing between death and resurrection until he speaks of saints “who are yet 
asleep” returning with Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

We already know that 1 Cor 15:24-25 shows almost no distinction between the 2nd coming of Christ and the eternal kingdom (no 
millennium) and was perhaps somewhat informed by John's Revelation 20:1-6. So is he morphing, again, two events (death and resurrection) into 
one event in 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 in the same manner? 



5:9-10 

Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat or tribunal (HCSB) of Christ, since we know that the glory of God is found 

in the “face of Christ” (4:6) allow me to plead with you to set your heart aright for the glory you shall see, 

literally, in that face. that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, 

whether good or bad. 
 


