
INTRODUCTION 

 

The Christian life should never be aimless. It should be characterised by pressing on 

towards the goal that God has set us.  

 

THINK ABOUT THE GOAL  

 

God has called us into fellowship with himself. At first, we act like children, but as 

we mature he calls us to function as members of his family. It is a call to be holy – to 

renounce what is sinful and become like him. It is a call to heaven – for the life to 

come is the ultimate aim he has in view. The fact that he calls us puts us under 

obligation to pursue the goal; it also encourages us, knowing that we do so on his 

authority.  

Christ is there – against all the odds he reached his goal. He is therefore able to help 

us reach it too. His blood cleanses from all sin – the effects of his crucifixion last 

forever. And he is waiting for us there, just as he stood to welcome Stephen the first 

martyr.  

Previous ‘runners’ fill the stand. In heaven are people whom we knew here on earth. 

some we long to see again; others will be a surprise to us. The prophets and apostles 

are there, as are Ruth, Mary Magdalene, and many obscure saints. There presence is 

saying to us, “Yes. By the grace of God you can reach here too.”  

The goal is associated with the Great Day, when Christ returns and his work is 

complete. That tells us that our goal has both personal and social aspects.  

 

THE GREAT DAY  

 

Think about what the return of Christ will be like. From that time on nothing will 

change in his church on earth. “As the tree falls, so shall it lie.” What we are then, we 

will be forever.  

We should desire his return. A Christian may backslide or grow cold, and the return 

of Christ may look frightening as a result. But we should aim to be in that spiritual 

condition where “we shall not be ashamed before him” (1 John 2:28). The last prayer 

in the Bible is the prayer for Jesus’ return (Revelation 22:20).  

That experience will be more than personal; it will be social and (in a sense) universal 

– “Every eye shall see him”. Angels and men will be gathered. Both living and dead 

are summoned. The created universe will stand ready to be judged.  

The saints who are dead will rise to welcome the coming Christ and escort him to the 

world he made and the church he redeemed. The faith of believers will be vindicated. 

Judgement will take place and rewards for service will be given. The end of that Day 

will be a glorious restoration of what humanity lost at the Fall – a “new heaven and 

new earth, the home of righteousness”. He will say, “Come, you who are blessed by 

my Father.” They will go with him to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, and the door 

will be shut.  

A goal worth striving towards? There can be no greater understatement.  

 

THE PERSONAL ASPECT 

 

As he thinks about running this race the Apostle Paul reminds us that we must put 

past progress out of our minds. This is personal development, and attainments to date 

must not keep us from going further.  



There are also short-term goals. Paul expects that, at the end of the race he “will be 

found in him (Christ). But that must also be the goal of everyone who is not yet a 

Christian. Put aside your character and moral achievements – the only way to reach 

heaven is to be in Christ with his righteousness covering us.  

There is also the goal of removing indwelling sin. That will occupy us the entire 

journey, but we must do it consciously or we will not do it at all. Sin interrupts our 

fellowship with God, harms our conscience, and grieves the Holy Spirit. In place of 

sin we are to develop a holy character and conduct. Does your sin disturb you? It 

should; and if it does not you need to make this a goal in your life.  

Overcoming Satan is another short-term goal. This is another thing that will occupy us 

till the end, but there is such a thing as getting victories over him along the way. We 

must – or he will get the victory over us. Use the Word – just as Jesus did in the 

wilderness temptations. 

On a positive note – we should have the goal of pleasing Christ Jesus. We want to 

hear his “Well done!” at the end of the day. Ask him what pleases him – and study the 

Bible to find out, and put in into practice. Train yourself for godliness – that sounds 

like legalism to some, but it is not; and if we train for earthly achievements why 

should we not want to train for the greatest goal anyone can have?  

 

THE SOCIAL ASPECT 

 

An infant is only aware of its own feelings, but gradually develops an awareness of a 

world outside to which it can begin to relate. So it is with the child of God. We begin 

with our feelings and concerns, but we soon rejoice in the company of God’s people 

(and discover we have enemies in the world outside). The Christian is part of God’s 

family before he is aware of the fact. The Father is calling us to act as members of 

that family. Jesus commands, “Love one another, as I have loved you.”  

The goal is much more than personal development. It embraces the whole family of 

God. The Father’s ultimate purpose for his creation is that we should be like his Son, 

and relate to one another as he relates to us.  

On that day his glory will be seen. But it is much more than the glory of the Father 

seen in the person of Jesus. It includes the glory of what Christ has achieved – visible 

in the holiness, love and unity of his people.  

So the goal involves internal development (holiness of character), and external 

development (growth in numbers and in the love his people show).  

Even the reward will be public – in some measure at least. John Bunyan imagines his 

pilgrims admiring one another as grace has developed them. If that is so on earth, how 

much more in heaven!  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

So we must press on towards the goal!  

Like the Apostle, Christ must be our priority – to be in him, to please him, to know 

him, and to build up his family while we are still here on earth.  


