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ALL MY SPRINGS ARE IN YOU! 

Psalm 87: 1-7 and Isaiah 19: 19-25 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

The scope of Psalm 87, as sung by the sons of Korah, is overwhelming. Reading 

this psalm over and over makes us all face up to the fact that life, with all its 

problems that we all face today, does have for us as believers a thrilling and a 

glorious future. In these days when terrorism is a worldwide threat, when 

lawlessness is international, and when morality is being rejected throughout the 

world, we need Psalm 87 to give us fresh hope and courage to live today. Psalm 87 

gives us a picture of eternal citizenship in the kingdom of God, the holy mountain 

of Zion. Picture yourself standing on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem in the days of the sons 

of Korah, the doorkeepers and singers in the house of the Lord. As you stand on 

that mountain the Lord loves, He comes and shows you three others mountains in 

the distance. Yet, if you trace their foundation, the foundations of all the other 

three mountains are grounded right from Jerusalem where you are standing in the 

days of Hezekiah and these sons of Korah. At the time of the writing of Psalm 87, 

Jerusalem was the holy city with its beautiful temple courts, the center for the 

worship of God in Judah shortly after the fall of Israel to Assyria in 721 BC.  

 

As you look at the three mountains in the distance, you notice each mountain is 

progressively taller than the spot where you are standing. There also appear to be 

large valleys of time in between each mtn. peak. From Jerusalem in Hezekiah’s 

day, you see ahead to the church age today and you notice even Rock Springs 

Evangelical Free Church and all our people along with millions of other believers 

worldwide, worshipping the Lord today—as God’s Israel or the Zion of God as 

Paul speaks of us in Galatians 6: 16. This is Christ’s Bride, God’s glorious church, 

the mystery hidden in ages past and revealed in our time. This church is the 

symbolic city of God—His “Jerusalem” in this age of grace, the Zion God has 

called out from all the nations of the Gentiles. But behind the mountain of this 

present church age, you see another even taller peak, the millennial reign of Christ 

in Jerusalem for 1,000 years. Finally, looking past the millennial reign of Jesus, is 

a yet tallest mountain peak that plateaus into infinity, eternity. You see the New 

Jerusalem, what the sons of Korah were seeing, speaking and singing about in 

Psalm 87. Then picture, as you are standing there in Hezekiah’s Jerusalem, picture 

yourself looking back in time to the days of Abraham. And there you see Abraham 

promised by God in Genesis 12: 3 the great Promise which is fulfilled in Christ, 

our Promise, our Promised Redeemer. And you hear God saying to Abraham in 

Genesis 12: 3, “I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you, I will 

curse, and in you, all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
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Before we go any further in this majestic, overwhelming, spectacular psalm, let’s 

take time to notice two theological extremes that miss the mark in totally 

understanding the words in this psalm by the sons of Korah. Many covenantal 

theologians state that the church is the Israel of God according to Galatians 6: 16. 

Their theological premise is that Israel is swallowed up in the church today, and 

that none of the promises in the Old Testament to Israel as a nation will ever be 

fulfilled, except in the church. They believe the Bride of Christ, the church is the 

only Zion God loves today. Therefore the news today in the paper about Israel and 

even the threat of ISIS to Israel means far less to these folk. Then in the other 

extreme, there are some reformed theologians and some dispensational theologians 

who say the promises to Israel refer only to Israel, and to Israel alone. They seem 

to forget that the Bride of Christ, the church, the Gentile church is the wild olive 

branch, Romans 11: 17, grafted into the city of God, Zion. Too often we put our 

infinite God into self-made theological boxes. Those two extreme views are each 

half right and half wrong. Promises to Israel will be fulfilled someday soon in 

national Israel as Israel has returned to Palestine and part of Israel is still returning 

to the land of Israel. Israel as a nation will finally believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 

as Messiah, the Messiah that Israel, and all of us, by our sins, have pierced. Yet 

some of these promises in the Old Testament also do refer to the wild olive branch, 

the Bride of Christ, the church today made up of mostly Gentile believers.  

 

No matter which mountain you look at in Psalm 87, one thing is clear. God loves 

His glorious city of God in Jerusalem as did the sons of Korah who wrote this 

psalm. God loves Jerusalem and we as His church are also to love Jerusalem and to 

pray for her peace. God loves His Bride, the church, and we are to love the apple 

of God’s eye, the Israel of God, His bride, His church. God loves and someday we 

will love Jerusalem from where the Prince of Peace, our Lord Jesus will reign and 

we will reign with Him for 1,000 years in the Millennial age. God also loves the 

New Jerusalem He’s preparing for us, His bride. Someday soon, that city of God, 

New Jerusalem, that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were looking for, that city will be 

our eternal home too. Hebrews 11:10 tells us that the city of God, New Jerusalem 

has an architect and builder who is God. We must love that city for it will not only 

be our eternal home, but it is the home of our Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ 

who has called us to live in his New Heaven and New Earth. So many themes 

could be preached on this short psalm. There is a great message in verse 6 that 

could be preached on God’s final census, when He completes His plan to make up 

all His jewels. We read, “The Lord records as He registers the peoples, “This one 

was born there.” Another message in this psalm would be a message on the 

Jewishness of Christianity and how vital it is that we learn our roots in the Old 

Testament so we can rightly understand our real spiritual roots. Beloved, our roots 
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precede Bethlehem, they even predate Abraham. Our roots go back to the Promise 

our heavenly Father made to Adam and Eve—pre-Jewish days when God gave His 

first promise of sending Messiah Jesus in Genesis 3: 15, when Jesus was called 

“the seed of the woman.” Thus, before Jesus was ever thought to be Jewish, the 

Father was promising a Savior for all mankind, not just a Jewish Messiah for Jews. 

God loves all peoples, nations, and languages and the Father promised Messiah 

would come to all peoples, even though the message of the Promised Messiah 

would for many years be carried chiefly by one nation, Israel. Since the days of 

Pentecost, God chose the church to be the ordained vessel of honor to carry the 

message of the Promised Messiah coming the second time. What message does 

God want us to deliver today? God is leading me to focus on the words of Psalm 

87: 2—“The Lord loves the gates of Zion.” Just how much does God love? Who 

does He love? Today, from Psalm 87: 1-7, I want you to discover with me three 

great characteristics of God’s holy love that will excite us and thrill our hearts. 

What are these three characteristics of God’s holy love known so well to the sons 

of Korah, as they guarded the doors and gates of the house of the Lord? 

 

GOD IN HIS HOLY LOVE DESIRES THE CORPORATE WORSHIP OF 

HIS PEOPLE. Notice Psalm 87: 1-3. “On the holy mount stands the city He 

founded; the LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwelling places of 

Jacob. Glorious things of you are spoken, O city of God. Selah.” This holy mount 

where God loves to be worshipped is known for its seven hills or mountains. (1) 

Moriah was the top of the range known as Zion. According to Genesis 22, Moriah 

is where Abraham took Isaac to offer him as a sacrifice to the Lord. It was where 

David bought a threshing floor because he “did not want to offer to God something 

that cost him nothing.” Moriah, marah, was the place of God’s presence. (2) The 

second mtn. that surrounds Jerusalem is Bethsaida. The root of this word is chesed, 

which literally means “lovingkindness.” (3) The third mtn. is Mount Scopus, the 

place of healing and still the hill of various hospitals in Israel today. (4) The fourth 

mtn. is the Mount of Olives. The root of this word is zatim. It means “to press, like 

an olive press, to have passion, to have intensity.” This is where our Lord prayed in 

Gethsemane. (5) The fifth mtn. is Mount Opel. The word opel means “a hill, to 

build a wall, to keep.” It refers to the hill to the east of Zion which was surrounded 

and fortified by a separate wall. (6) The sixth mtn. is Zion. Zion refers to the whole 

range of the Jerusalem mtns, but also to a specific hill that means “stronghold, 

fortress, to show the way, to be white and to be pure.” (7) The seventh mtn is 

Ghareb (Calvary). Ghareb means “sacrifice.” It is the place of our atonement. It is 

through Ghareb, Calvary, that we are given access to Moriah, the presence of God.  

The NASB best translates the plural in the Hebrew—“His foundation is in the holy 

mountains.” Though seen as one mount, there are many peaks in one mtn. God had 
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His temple placed on a high place where it could be seen for miles around. These 

mtns in the mind of God are more than earthly mtns—they are holy mtns, a holy 

mount. God ordained for these mtns be given over completely to the worship of 

Himself. The Lord ordained for men and women, boys and girls to know the 

cleansing and freedom from sin, that flowed from Calvary’s mountain, so we all 

could experience the joy of knowing the presence of God among us.  

 

Notice v. 2. “The Lord loves the gates of those mountains, more than all the 

dwelling places of Jacob.” This means more than simply the gates to the city of 

Jerusalem. The gates were to the temple, the doors of the temple, which was to be 

the house of prayer for all the nations, as Jesus said. Speaking of the gates to 

worship, singing and prayer, it was the place for multitudes to gather for public 

worship, where the great festivals and feasts were held. Surely, we remember Jesus 

loved to get away to a solitary place to pray. He loved the serenity of the quiet 

Judean hills throughout the land of Jacob or Israel. Yet, most of all God loves the 

place where His people gather to lift their voices in corporate worship. The sons of 

Korah added in v. 3, “Glorious things of you are spoken, O city of God.” In 

essence, God is saying of all the many forms of worship, He loves most the 

corporate worship of His people congregated together—prayerfully rejoicing and 

singing and praising as one choir of praise filled worshippers. God’s Word 

certainly emphasizes family worship in our homes and private worship with God 

alone and praying in our own solitary prayer closet. Those forms of worship should 

never be minimized, but God longs for us to come together to lift our voices to 

Him in corporate worship. Our Savior and our Bridegroom loves most when the 

gates of Zion, and the walls of His churches today are filled with believers joyfully 

praising His Name. That’s what God will still be receiving in the Millennium, and 

that is what is coming soon at the marriage supper of the Lamb, as Revelation 19: 

4-9. Do you love what God loves? Do you share His holy love for corporate 

worship? I love when you linger here after services. God loves the corporate 

worship of His people, worshipping Him in holiness at the gates of Zion. Beloved, 

God wants us to recommit ourselves to Him in corporate worship. God’s holy love 

desires the corporate worship of His people.  A 2nd characteristic of God’s love: 

 

GOD IN HIS HOLY LOVE HAS INCLUSIVELY EXCLUSIVE PLANS OF 

LOVE FOR ALL PEOPLES. Notice verses 4-6. “Among those who know Me I 

mention Rahab and Babylon; behold, Philistia and Tyre, with Cush-- “This one 

was born there,” they say. And of Zion it shall be said, “This one and that one were 

born in her”; for the Most High himself will establish her. The LORD records as He 

registers the peoples, “This one was born there.” Selah.” Do you remember the 

word of the Lord to Abraham in Genesis 12: 3 saying, “I will bless those who bless 
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you, and him who curses/dishonors you, I will curse, and in you, all the families of 

the earth will be blessed.” Again in Genesis 22: 18, after Abraham obeyed God on 

Mt. Moriah with Isaac, God said again, “I will multiply your seed and in your seed, 

all the nations of the earth will be blessed.” What were the sons of Korah saying 

and singing? They were also prophesying because they did not at that time know 

about such a general inclusiveness for God’s salvation. But they spoke what the 

Holy Spirit told them. We know about a few exceptions like Ruth the Moabitess, 

Rahab the harlot from Jericho who were great examples of God’s inclusiveness in 

the days of the law. Yet the mystery of the church and all the nations hearing the 

Gospel was not fully known until the Holy Spirit fell on Pentecost and the Spirit 

was poured out on all flesh who believed. We know about Philip evangelizing and 

baptizing the Ethiopian eunuch from Acts 8 and about Peter winning Cornelius and 

his family and baptizing them in Acts 11. How did this momentum make it to you 

and to me? This inclusiveness is bound up in all nations having the opportunity to 

be “born from above,” being “born again.” Jesus in John 3: 3, “Except a man be 

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” But who are the sons of Korah 

talking about? How can God count Philistines, and Tyre, Assyrians and Syrians, 

folk from Iraq and Iran, Ethiopians—Cush and Egyptians and I might add, Swedes 

like me, Irish, Scotch, Germans, Italians, Europeans, Asians, Australians, Arabs, 

Hispanics, Nigerians, and Indians. Is there any group excluded? Never!—Then, 

can all tongues and tribes and nations be included? Absolutely! But how can non-

Zionists, non-Jews, be spoken of in v. 5 – “This one and that one were born in 

Zion.”? I ask you, “How?” The answer is--by new birth—anyone can be included.  

 

Yet do not be confused by God’s inclusiveness to forget His exclusiveness. 

Matthew 7: 21-23 tells us that the Lord will exclude many who call Him Lord, 

Lord,  but do not do the things He says. These are nominal Christians, in name 

only, but not real Christians by new birth, being born again. These name only 

Christians, (Please don’t be one of them) will hear Jesus say, “Depart from me, you 

workers of iniquity, I never knew you!” The trademark of the born again is found 

in John 1: 11,12, “He came unto His own; His own received Him not, But, as many 

as received Him, to them He gave the right to become the children of God, even to 

those that believe in His Name.” This is the trademark of the banquet of joy in the 

millennium spoken of by the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 25: 6-9. I read, “On this 

mountain—(God’s mountain) the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 

rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well 

refined. And He will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all 

peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of His 

people He will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be 
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said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might 

save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in 

His salvation.” This inclusively exclusive plan of love is only for Jesus’ blood-

washed saints as John tells us in Rev. 22: 14, 15. Only they are blessed for they 

have washed their robes in order to have the right to the tree of life. All nations, 

tongues and tribes may come in at the Door who is Jesus but there is only one 

Door. God’s everlasting love is inclusively exclusive. Jesus said in John 14: 6, “I 

am the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” So 

look at this psalm. What kind of people can come to Jesus? Psalm 87: 4 includes 

Rahab, the word for Egypt in that day. No matter how proud, like Pharoah, a nation 

is, if they humble themselves, as Pharoah would never do, then they may come in. 

Can persecutors like Babylon come in, those who hate and afflict and murder 

God’s people? Yes, even ISIS members can come in if they turn to the Lord in a 

Damascus Road experience. Can terrorists & inveterate foes of Israel like Philistia 

come in? Yes! Can rich sophisticated folk like Tyre come in? If they quit loving 

the world, I Jn. 2: 15. Can Cush, who also opposed Israel and today represents at 

times some of the most poverty stricken folk in the world come in? No one is too 

rich or too poor to be born again. God exclusively includes. Thirdly, and lastly, 

 

GOD IN HIS HOLY LOVE HAS BUBBLING OVER SPRINGS OF LOVE 

WELLING UP FOR HIM IN ALL THOSE HE HAS REDEEMED. Notice 

verse 7. “Singers and dancers alike say, “All my springs are in you.” Music and 

singing and dancing to the Lord like David did is the picture of the overflowing 

cup of the redeemed. This picture of a triumphal procession of God’s people going 

up to the temple in Jerusalem to worship is the picture of the bubbling springs in 

our heart—all our springs of joy are in Jesus. This is the Millennial picture of 

Zeph. 3: 17—“The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty One who will save; 

He will rejoice over you with gladness. He will quiet you with His love; He will 

exult over you with loud singing.” It won’t always be just us singing to the Lord. 

Soon the Lord will lead us as the lead singer as loud singing flows from Him over 

us. These bubbling springs of eternal love will flow back to God from us as we 

sing to the Lamb in the New Jerusalem, Rev. 5: 9, 10, “Worthy are you to take the 

scroll and to open its seals, for You were slain, and by Your blood You ransomed 

people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and You 

have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the 

earth.” The fountain of our springs of joy is in the Holy City, in Jesus. He is our 

refreshment and our delight, our Buckingham fountain of peace like a river, our 

springs of joy at each new addition of one more born again sinner to enter His 

family register. Jesus is our fountain of ecstasy and life. Do you have this spring 

bubbling inside you? Have you been recorded by the Lord as born in Zion? Amen. 


