
THE CUP
MATTHEW 26:36-46

Introduction
As we come today and observe the Lord’s Table.  I want us to focus on two
cups—The Cup That The Lord Drank and The Cup That We Drink.

In order to understand Scripture we must adhere to principles of
interpretation.  One of them is that you always interpret Scripture with
Scripture.  Doing that we must examine other Biblical references to “the
cup.”  In both the Old and New Testaments, “the cup” refers not only to
suffering and death but also to God’s wrath. 

“Cup” is the normal figurative expression in the Old Testament for
judgment and suffering at the hand of God. 

For instance, in Jeremiah 25:15, the LORD God said to Jeremiah, 
“Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to
whom I send thee, to drink it.”

The prophet Isaiah recorded in Isaiah 51:17–“Awake, awake, stand up, O
Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of his fury;
thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out.” 

The cup symbolizes God’s wrath!

I. WHAT WAS IN THE CUP THAT THE LORD DRANK?
Here we see Jesus approaching the betrayal and the cross as He enters
the garden to pray. You can’t help but sense the burden in His words.

 
What would cause the very Son of God to sweat as it were great
drops of blood?  What would cause the Son of God to return to the
same spot in the garden three times to pray the same words?
I believe that it was because of what was in that cup!

Look at and consider how this text begins in Matthew 26:36! 
"Then cometh Jesus....."  This was His human name. 
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In the garden He was not referred to as Christ even though He was
and is the Christ and the very Son of God!   The name Christ refers
to His deity and authority as the second person of the Godhead.
Yet, when we see Jesus in this garden we see him troubled deeply!

Here we see Him as Jesus, the Son of Man! That is the name of His
flesh that Joseph,  was told to name Him when He was born! 

He truly was and is the Christ— fully God; but He truly was and is
“God with us” and therefore, fully man!

John 1:14–“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth.” 

Nowhere else in Scripture do we see the humanity of Jesus like we do
in this passage. What caused such agony to the Son of Man?  
It was what was in that cup!  What was in the cup?
A. In That Cup Was Both The Fullness And The Foulness Of

Man’s Sin!
As Jesus looked into the cup of the Father’s will, without a
doubt, He was confronted with all the awfulness of man’s sin! 
Not just some sin, but the sin of all the world!  
1 John 2:2–“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

All sin— past, present and future—was about to be laid on
Jesus and punished in Jesus. 

Jesus was familiar with sin, but He Himself was spotless and
never had sinned. But now, He was about to become sin  
2 Corinthians 5:21–“For he hath made him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him.” 
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B. In That Cup Was The Fallout Of Man’s Sin!  (i.e.  Death!)
1. The Fallout From Adam’s Sin!

Genesis 2:17–“But of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 

Romans 5:12–“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned:” 

2. The Fallout From Our Sin!
Romans 3:23–“For all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God;” 

Romans 6:23–“For the wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” 

In That Cup Was The Fullness And Foulness Of Man’s Sin...
In That Cup Was The Fallout Of Man’s Sin...

C. In That Cup Was His Fate Because Of Man’s Sin!
Revelation 13:8 calls Him “the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.” 

1 Peter 1:20–“Who verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times
for you,” 

John 12:27–“Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say?
Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto
this hour.” 

John 18:11–“Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword
into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall
I not drink it?” 
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D. In That Cup Was The Fury Of God’s Wrath!  
(i.e.   The Suffering For Sin)
Psalm 75:8–“For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, and
the wine is red; it is full of mixture; and he poureth out of the
same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall
wring them out, and drink them.” 

Jesus was not caught by surprise by the suffering, but I
believe that when He was praying in the garden, it all became
so real because now the hour had come. 

We all know that our life (if we live long enough)will be
stricken with a certain amount of suffering.  However, just
because we know that suffering and even death is going to
come, it doesn’t make it any easier to handle when it actually
happens. 

Jesus knew He would suffer and die.  In Luke 9:22, Jesus told
His disciples, “...The Son of man must suffer many things, and
be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
slain, and be raised the third day.” 

But now that hour had come. He would face trumped up 
charges during trial, he would be mocked, spat upon, slapped,
beaten, and His flesh would be ripped to the point that he was
not recognizable as a human. 

This is what Jesus saw as He looked into the cup. But there
was more....

E. In That Cup Was The Fellowship In Our Sin!
(i.e. The Sacrifice For Sin)
Jesus looked beyond the Sin, and beyond the Suffering 
and recognized His role as the Sacrifice for our Sin! 
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The Day of Atonement was not a pretty sight. It was an awful,
gruesome, bloody sight at the tabernacle each year as the
lambs would be slain as a substitute at the altar to make a
sacrifice for the sin of men to be covered for another year!

That is much the way it was the day of Calvary. There is no
artistic rendition of Calvary that has done justice to what
Jesus must have endured from His arrest all the way to the
Cross as our substitute for sin!

It was an awful, gruesome, bloody sight that day as Jesus lay
down on that cross, already covered with blood from His
scourging and the crown of thorns driven down upon His
head.  

That day as the blood flowed out of his head, down his face,
out of his back and chest where he was ripped to pieces by 
the scourging, and then out of the nail holes in His hands and
feet.  

Then even in death, the spear that came to His side released
the blood that remained to flow down from the cross.

All of this, Jesus saw in the cup! He would be the final, the
once for all sacrifice. It was necessary because His was the
only blood that would satisfy the righteous demands of God’s 
justice that the wages of sin be paid. 

Jesus was that sacrifice for our sins.  He was our propitiation
means (i.e.  our atonement, the satisfaction of the penalty for
our sin!)  
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F. In That Cup Was The Forsakeness Brought By Our Sin. 
(i.e.  The Separation From The Father)
Jesus looked beyond the Sin, beyond the Suffering, beyond
the Sacrifice to the bottom of that cup, so to speak.  

There He saw something else that He had never experienced
before; perhaps even this is what brought the blood drops of
sweat dripping from his body.... Separation!

Matthew 27:46 records that it was about the ninth 
hour when Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli,
lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?” 

For the first time ever, from eternity past, the Son had never
known separation from His Father, but now the penalty of sin
was bore upon His body and the Father lay the sin of the
world upon His Only begotten Son.

Isaiah 53:10–“Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath
put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for
sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” 

Because of all of the other things we’ve seen in that cup came
the one thing that turned that bitter cup into sweetness.....

G. In That Cup Was The Forgiveness Of Man’s Sin! 
(i.e.   The Salvation He purchased!)
Understand that Jesus Christ was (is) our only hope for the
pardon of our sin! 

Acts 4:12–“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved.” 
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Jesus loves the Father and it was His greatest desire to 
do God’s will in God’s timing!  God’s will was to provide
salvation for mankind!

 
Jesus loved the Father, but Jesus also loves you and me!  And
that is why He looked beyond all that the “ cup” had to offer
and He got up from praying, he went willingly down the
Calvary road and suffered and died in our place!

Romans 5:8–“But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

John 3:16-18–“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life. 17  For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved. 18  He that believeth on him is
not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.” 

II. WHAT IS IN THE CUP THAT WE DRINK?
(1 Corinthians 10:16-17)
Paul calls it the “communion” of the blood and body of Christ!

The word “communion” speaks of  “fellowship, partnership, or
participation!” 

What literally is in our cup is the fruit of the vine that is a symbol
and is to be a reminder to us of the blood that Jesus shed for us!

A. The Cup Of Blessing Speaks Of Our Partnership (i.e.
Participation) In The Blood Of Christ! 
i.e   The judgment of sin whereby our sin was remitted.
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B. The Bread Which We Break Speaks Of Our Partnership
(i.e. Participation) In The Body Of Christ’s Humanity!  
i.e.  His taking upon Himself OUR SIN and dying for our sin!

The bread is a symbol and is to be a reminder of Christ’s
body that was broken for us!

C. So, “Communion” Speaks Of Our Fellowship,
Partnership, Or Participation In Christ’s Work Of
Salvation.

D. We (i.e. Believers) Are One Body.  (10:17)
We are one body because we are all partakers of the one
bread—Jesus Christ!

Conclusion
Are you a partaker of Christ?  

Have you believed on His name for salvation?

Have you identified with Him by baptism?

The Lord’s Table is also showing your identification with Him!
His blood was shed for me!
His body was broken for me!
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