


Belgic Confession of Faith

Article XXVIII
Every One Is Bound to Join Himself to the True

Church

We believe, since this holy congregation is an assembly of those
who are saved, and outside of it there is no salvation, that no
person of whatsoever state or condition he may be, ought to
withdraw from it, content to be by himself; but that all men are in
duty bound to join and unite themselves with it; maintaining the
unity of the Church; submitting themselves to the doctrine and
discipline thereof; bowing their necks under the yoke of Jesus
Christ; and as mutual members of the same body, serving to the
edification of the brethren, according to the talents God has given
them.

And that this may be the more effectually observed, it is the duty
of all believers, according to the Word of God, to separate
themselves from all those who do not belong to the Church, and
to join themselves to this congregation, wheresoever God has
established it, even though the magistrates and edicts of princes
were against it, yea, though they should suffer death or any other
corporal punishment. Therefore all those who separate
themselves from the same or do not join themselves to it act
contrary to the ordinance of God.



T H E T E N C O M M A N D M E N T S

GOD spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

I. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

II. Thou shalt not make unto thce any graven image, or any likeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I
the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; and showing
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

III. Thou shalt not take the Name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD
will not hold him guiltless that taketh his Name in vain.

IV. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and
do all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD chy God; in it
thou shale not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor chy daughter, thy man-servant,
nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; for
in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day,
and hallowed it.

V. Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the
land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

VI. Thou shalt not kill.

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

VIII. Thou shalt not steal.

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt not covet thy
neighbor's wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass,
nor any thing that is thy neighbor's.

HEAR also the words of our Lord Jesus, how he saith: Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This
is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.
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