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Colossians 4:5-6 
 

Walk in wisdom towards outsiders, 

making the best use of time. 6 Let 

your speech always be gracious, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may 

know how you ought to answer 

each person  
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Walk in wisdom towards outsiders 
Outsiders: Those outside of Christ (unsaved/lost world)  

Walk in wisdom towards outsiders: 

• How do we walk in wisdom? We live lives that glorify God and align with Scripture  

• Where does wisdom come from? James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 

ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”  

– God reveals wisdom through His Word and through Jesus Christ 

• We can live in such a way that we “revile” God’s word & name (Titus 2:1-10, 

Romans 2:22-24) 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord 

Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just 

as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2 For you know what instructions 

we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your 

sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each one of you know 

how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5 not in the passion of lust like 

the Gentiles who do not know God;….. 7 For God has not called us for impurity, but 

in holiness. 8 Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who 

gives his Holy Spirit to you…… 11 and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your 

own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, 12 so that you may 

walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one. 
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making the best use of time 

• Redeeming the time, to make wise and sacred use of every opportunity 

– Literally “Buying up opportunities” 

•  1 Corinthians 9:23-24 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may 

share with them in its blessings. 24Do you not know that in a race all 

the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may 

obtain it. 

• Ephesians 5:15-16 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise 

but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are 

evil.  

• Is everything on the table for you for the advancement of the kingdom?  

• What are the things in your life that are keeping you from being more 

gospel/mission focused?  

• Romans 13:12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us 

cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 

• 2 Timothy 2:4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his 

aim is to please the one who enlisted him.  
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6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so 

that you may know how you ought to answer each person  

 Let your speech always be gracious 

• Luke 4:22 And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words 

that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's 

son?”  

• Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only 

such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace 

to those who hear 

seasoned with salt: 

It is not that our speech makes Christ beautiful, but it is that our speech reflects 

the beauty of Christ  

so that you may know how you ought to answer each person: 

• There is a personal aspect to our evangelism “each person” 

• Our evangelism should be interactive 

• 1 Peter 3:15 always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 

you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 

respect  5 


