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Amen.   
 
I would ask you to open your Bibles this morning to 1 Corinthians two.  If you are using 
a pew Bible you will find 1 Corinthians two on page 841.  I would ask you to follow 
along as I read this portion of Scripture.   
 
1 Corinthians two verse one.   
 

And I, brothers, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech 
or of wisdom, declaring to you the testimony of God.  For I determined 
not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.   
And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.  And 
my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:  That your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.   

 
 However, we speak wisdom among them that are perfect [or mature]: yet 
not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to 
nothing:  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden 
wisdom, which God ordained before the world to our glory: Which none 
of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory.  But as it is written, Eye has not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
has prepared for them that love him.  But God has revealed them to us by 
his Spirit: for the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  
For what man knows the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him? even so the things of God knows no man, but the Spirit of God.  
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is 
of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom 
teaches, but which the Holy Ghost teaches; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual.  But the natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness to him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.  But he that is spiritual judges all things, yet 
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he himself is judged of no man.  For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
that he may instruct him?  But we have the mind of Christ.1 

 
How do you evaluate good preaching?  How would you know a good sermon if you 
heard one?  Is it on the basis of how it makes you feel?  Is it that it happens to touch on a 
particular topic that you are interested in or it keeps you awake for the period of time that 
it goes?  Is it something that causes you to laugh or feel deeply or are intrigued 
intellectually?  What is the basis of good, biblical preaching? 
 
I will tell you honestly that I fear to preach this message in some ways because I think it 
will clarify and elevate the standard by which we evaluate preaching.  But I also fear, in 
the greater sense, not to preach this message unless God himself should judge our 
ministry here and deem it unworthy or even unfaithful.   
 
This text is part of the larger context and I want to remind you that Paul is addressing a 
particular problem at the church in Corinth.  The problem that they are faced with is a 
problem of division.  There is quarreling in the mix. There is partisan devotion and they 
are ascribing their personal loyalty to the various personalities that God has used in the 
church. Even so much so that naming Jesus Christ has become more of a party mascot 
than it is a testimony of faith in him. And Paul comes to correct these things.  
 
I want you to notice how he has already begun to correct the problem and we spent some 
time over the last couple of weeks looking at chapter one and noting that God... that the 
gospel is the message of God’s power at work. It is not man’s power or initiative that is 
underway.  And so Paul begins to systematically eliminate the causes or the ground on 
which these people are quarreling one with another in the church. 
 
We come today to a passage that has been used often and I know that in my own heart it 
was preached and taught in many different classrooms in my own formal training. It is a 
passage that I love very dearly, but I want you to see just two big point and then we will 
have a number of other sub points underneath these.  But I want you to note that effective 
biblical preaching is not centered in the messenger.  Effective biblical preaching is 
centered in a cross preaching Christ exalting message.   
 
Look with me, first of all, at verse one.  Paul says, “I, brothers, when I came to you, came 
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring to you the testimony of God.”2 
 
It is this biblical preaching is not contingent upon the messenger’s technique.  Paul says, 
“I didn’t come with high sounding words.  I didn’t come with pompous speech. I didn’t 
come,” as he will say in verse three, if you want to look at that very briefly, or later on in 
the passage, “with enticing words of man’s wisdom.”3 
 

                                                
1 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.  
2 2 Corinthians 2:1.  
3 1 Corinthians 2:4.  
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What was his point? Something other than this.  It was not Paul’s desire that they be 
impressed with his rhetorical ability.   
 
Now, to put this in context you have to understand that one of the most popular 
personalities in that day or even events was the rhetorical teacher or, by that, the one who 
would come and speak and the more skilled that speaker was the more loyal his following 
and the more money he could make, too.  And so these men would distinguish 
themselves as being able to speak on any topic that was given to them. And the more 
knowledge they could demonstrate and the more persuasive their arguments could be the 
bigger their personality and following grew.   
 
It was just all through that particular setting.  And this is what Paul, in a sense, is reacting 
against. And this is why he says, “I didn’t come to you with high sounding words. I 
didn’t come to you in demonstration of this current phenomenon.”  In some ways if we 
look at that phrase, “not with enticing words of man’s wisdom,”4 as verse four notes for 
us, we could rephrase it this way.  Paul is saying, “I didn’t come preaching a 
manipulative message.” 
 
I wasn’t interested in just an emotional response.  You see, effective biblical preaching 
contingent upon the messenger’s technique.  In the second place, look at verse three.  It is 
not contingent upon the messenger’s presentation. 
 
Will you note the personal character, the description of Paul’s presence?  Verse three 
says, “I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.”5 
 
He is not exaggerating things. He felt a great bodily weakness.  When he arrived at 
Corinth you will remember from Acts, perhaps, we touched on this a few weeks back, he 
had been under great pressure. I am sure that he was physically worn out. He says, “I 
came to you in bodily weakness and in fear.” 
 
What was he afraid of?  Perhaps he was afraid that he would be beaten again, run out of 
town. Perhaps he was afraid of the controversy that his message would create. He was 
just a man, just flesh and blood as you and I are.   
 
The third thing he notes there is that he came in much trembling. That refers to shaking, 
physical shaking.   
 
So Paul is not making more of this situation. He is just simply describing what he felt, 
how he came and he is opening the door to his intention. 
 
Now there have been some wrong things that have been stated about this particular 
passage as if to say it would justify a lazy or careless delivery. 
 
“See, the apostle Paul wasn’t worried about fancy speech.” 
                                                
4 Ibid.  
5 1 Corinthians 2:3.  
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Well, no preacher who is worthy of his call would be worried about fancy speech. But the 
Scriptures also make it very clear in other places that Paul had a very powerful ability to 
present truth.  
 
In Acts 14:12 we read that while Paul was at Lystra he was identified as Hermes.  That is 
the Greek God of communication. He was recognized as the first among the speakers.  
 
You will read further in the book of Acts in chapter 26 and verses 27 and 28 that Paul 
spoke so forcefully that King Agrippa was moved nearly to profess Christ.  So we are not 
talking about a man who lacked ability. We are talking about a man who was not looking 
at his ability as the thing that God would use and bless mightily, using good grammar, 
sharpening one’s public speaking ability, never harms the cause of Christ.  But relying 
upon those tools to get the job done belies the substance and power of the gospel.   
 
Every preacher and teacher of the Word of the cross ought to fear that people would see 
and hear technique or see and hear his personality rather than see and hear God. There is 
something more to proclaiming the message of the cross than what formal training and 
polished technique can accomplish.  That is Paul’s point.   
 
Now as we continue looking at this passage we begin to see very clearly what effective 
biblical preaching really amounts to.  It centers in the triune God.  It does not center in 
the messenger.  It really centers in the triune God. 
 
Why would I say, “Triune?” 
 
Well, we worship God as trinity, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, one person, one 
God in three persons we often say.  That is something that we can’t fully explain, but we 
accept it by faith and we believe it.   
 
Well, biblical preaching reveals God in three persons. 
 
I want you to see Paul even doing that in this very chapter. Go back to verse one and 
notice with me in the first place that the right kind of biblical preaching establishes the 
testimony of God.   
 
He says, “I... came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring to you the 
testimony of God.”6 
 
And he actually uses a Greek word there that refers to a mystery. And it is not a mystery 
in the way that you or I think of something that hasn’t been solved, where there are facts 
that have not come to light yet or conclusions that we cannot reach because we just don’t 
understand it.  But when the Scriptures speak of this kind of mystery or testimony as it is 
translated very well here in English, it refers to something that was not previously known, 
but now has been made known. 
                                                
6 1 Corinthians 2:1.  
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And Paul refers to the gospel as the mystery about God, the testimony about God.  It is, 
as one commentator writes, “Something too profound for human ingenuity.”   
 
The good news is not that people got together and figured out a way of salvation. The 
good news is that God has initiated the way of salvation. The gospel is not comparable to 
man’s wisdom. It is the unfathomable mystery of God at work.  And notice what Paul 
says, “I came to you... declaring the testimony [about] God.”7 
 
How wearisome to hear people brag and speak as if they are believers by their own 
ingenuity who belittle the teaching of Scripture concerning those precious truths that 
show us God planned it, God thought it up, God initiated it, God executed it, God 
completes it.   
 
And you have to wonder about those who would glory in their own decision to come to 
Christ rather than recognizing it is the gift of grace.  You see, biblical preaching that we 
ought to value will always be declaring the testimony about God.   
 
Notice, in the second place, in verse two it prioritizes the cross of Christ. It places Christ 
crucified as its first order of business.   
 
In verse two Paul says, “I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.”8 
 
He is stating that he came to a settled conclusion. That word “determined” is not just a 
casual, hey, it occurred to me one day that I needed to do this.  It is a reasoned, 
intentional, settled conclusion.  And what was that settled conclusion?  That Jesus Christ 
and him crucified would be the priority message, that there would be no other importance 
given to other messages. This, alone, would stand at the top.   
 
One commentator writes, “I fear that the cross without ever being disowned is constantly 
in danger of being dismissed from the central place it must enjoy by relatively peripheral 
insights that take on far too much weight.” 
 
That is certainly what was taking place at Corinth. The cross, that glorious place where 
the Savior lay down his life for our salvation was being hidden behind the partisan 
devotion. It was being obscured by the personal quarreling that was taking place between 
those believers.  It was being obscured by those less important issues that had arisen in 
the Church.  
 
And I remind you, again, of that simple yet powerful statement of Charles Hodge, 
“Whatever obscures the cross deprives the gospel of its power.”   
 

                                                
7 Ibid.  
8 1 Corinthians 2:2.  
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What stands in the way of this precious message in your life this morning?  And by that I 
mean what obscures the message of the cross from shining out of your life, from being 
spoken with all clarity?  What thing veils the gospel and prevents its power from being 
used in your life?  Is it partisan devotion?   Is it some infatuation with a less important 
pursuit in this lifetime? Is it a hobby? Is it a relationship?  Whatever that thing is must be 
repented of because God desires to make the cross a priority message. 
 
Paul did not want people to say, “What a powerful speaker.”  But rather, “What a 
powerful God.” 
 
And to that end, though he was a man who, I believe, had all the rhetorical ability in the 
world, did not come with a carefully crafted message to impress the hearers with his 
powers of logic and his powers of persuasion. He came to preach Christ and Christ 
crucified.  
 
I ask this question of my own heart.  I call you to ask this question of your own heart.  
What are people impressed with when they watch and listen to your life?  What are 
people impressed with when the watch and listen to your life?   
 
Do they say things to themselves like this?   
 
“What a fabulous teacher?” 
 
Or would they watch your skills and say, “What a marvelous technician?” 
 
“What a great mom.” 
 
“What a gifted student.” 
 
“What a wise manager.” 
 
“What a powerful preacher.” 
 
Oh, beloved, there are times where it may be appropriate even for those recognitions, but 
if that is all that people are ever impressed with about us then we have failed to preach 
Christ and him crucified with our lives.   
 
Now I know we speak in terms of biblical preaching what we ought to look for and how 
we ought to evaluate the preaching that we hear. But there is a very important word of 
application here for us.   
 
D A Carson wrote in his little book The Cross and Christian Ministry, “As long as people 
are impressed by your powerful personality and impressive gifts, there is very little room 
for you to impress them with a crucified Savior.” 
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And I cannot help but wonder if some of us are actually in the way of others being saved, 
coming to Christ because we are too much impressed with ourselves and so are they.   
 
We do not offer the world self help.  We offer them a Savior.  We do not offer them 
better how to skills. We offer them a risen Lord.  We do not offer them some means of 
obtaining obtaining righteousness or working for God’s pleasure.  We offer them the 
righteousness which is by faith alone.   
 
And I say, “God, help us to repent of our own importance. God, help us to repent of being 
more committed to impressing people with our ability and skill than we are of presenting 
Christ crucified.”  
 
It not only proclaims the testimony of God and prioritizes the cross of Christ, but biblical 
preaching exhibits the power of the Spirit.  And this may surprise you because we are not 
talking about some mysterious supernatural sense of ooh, something was going on there. 
 
There are those times where you have a strong sense of the supernatural being done.  I 
hope you have had those experiences, but that is not really what this passage is 
emphasizing.  And we know that because of how Paul goes on at the mid to the end of 
this chapter to explain what he is talking about.   
 
A biblical preaching exhibits the power of the Spirit because there is no other power that 
makes preaching effective.   
 
Did you notice as we read through this passage?  Look at verse five again or the end of 
verse four.  I came “in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”9 
 
Verse five tells us the reason. “[So] That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God.”10 
 
Biblical preaching does not settle the faith of the hearer in any human personality. I 
would not want you to go out of here and say, “Well, that Dan Brooks really, really has 
some neat thoughts, doesn’t he?” 
 
My prayer is that you would go out of here and say, “Isn’t God great? Can you believe 
what God has revealed himself?  Look at what he has done for us.  And look at the 
ramifications for that in every day life.” 
 
Now, Paul says, “So that your faith would rest not in men, but that your faith would be 
settled in God.”  That is why his desire was to come in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power.  And that little word “demonstration” has the idea of proving. It is a 
demonstration that is convincing.   
 

                                                
9 1 Corinthians 2:4.  
10 1 Corinthians 2:5.  
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So Paul is interested in persuasion.  He is just interested in obtaining that persuasion 
through the right means.  And that is the Spirit. That is the Spirit and power. This is the 
same word we have been looking at for several weeks.  It refers to that divine power.  
 
As one commentator writes, “The hand of God stretching itself out to act powerfully 
through the apostle.”   
 
It is God at work.  Now let’s go on to the end of the chapter and see if we can’t 
understand a little more of what Paul is getting at here because effective biblical 
preaching demonstrates these things and proclaims the testimony of God and prioritizes 
the cross of Christ.  It exhibits the power of the Spirit. But I also want you to see that in 
all of that it is revealing the wisdom of God.   
 
We are not going to be able to take every single verse here in the balance of this chapter, 
but I do want to touch on several main points and just give you some headings, kind of, to 
organize your thoughts under.   
 
Look at verse 10 with me, please.  Paul uses a term here in this passage, talking about 
what he wants to reveal or what he wants to impart. And he is not imparting the wisdom 
of this world. 
 
I am sorry. I said verse 10. I meant verse eight.  He is saying, “We are speaking wisdom 
not like the world offers.”  And then verse eight says, “Which none of the princes of this 
world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”11 
 
He will refer twice in this passage to the princes of this world and he is essentially saying 
that the rulers of the age do not understand the wisdom of God, not by themselves, not 
own their own. And whatever this world’s leaders would offer as a spiritual hope or 
spiritual help for humanity is flawed at its core because the natural man doesn’t receive 
the things of God.   
 
We will get to that point in just a moment, but note with me, if you will, please, that the 
rulers of the age did not understand the wisdom of God. And how do we know that they 
didn’t understand the mystery?  Verse eight tells us plainly they crucified the Lord of 
glory.  They put the Son of God to death. If they had known him for who he was, they 
would not have crucified him. 
 
Look at verse nine.   
 
“But as it is written, Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God has prepared for them that love him.”12 
 
Look at verse 11. 
 
                                                
11 1 Corinthians 2:8.  
12 1 Corinthians 2:9.  
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“For what man knows the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even 
so the things of God knows no man, but the Spirit of God.”13 
 
And the implied thought is the Spirit of God knows the mind of God.   
 
What are these verses telling us? That no one of his own comprehends the wisdom of 
God.  The rulers of the age didn’t get it. And, furthermore, no one gets it.  Now, I know 
that verse nine is often quoted in reference to heaven and the things that await us and 
certainly that is true, that heaven has mysteries we can never understand, but Paul is not 
suddenly talking about heaven and what is awaiting there.  When he says that, “Eye has 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
has prepared for them,”14 he is talking about the message of Christ crucified. 
 
And if you will think of what the Scriptures teach us concerning this message, it cannot 
be apprehended just as a matter of exercising your logic, of thinking long enough and 
hard enough. You will not come up with this way of salvation.   
 
I was thinking as I was meditating on these verses just yesterday of Romans 10 verse 14 
where the apostle there asks this question.  “How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher?”15 
 
Man is utterly dependent upon God to do something, else he will not get it.  And that 
brings us to the third and most amazing statement in this passage concerning man’s 
inability.   
 
Look at verse 14.   
 
“But the natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
to him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”16 
 
And when the Scriptures tell us that he cannot know them, it uses that same word 
“ability” or “power” that we have been using in reference to God. The gospel is the 
power or ability of God. It is his initiative. But man over here has no ability. That is what 
the point of this text is.  He has no power or ability in himself to come to know the 
mystery of God. That is why the word of the cross is foolishness to the unregenerate 
mind.  God must act or man will never understand this mystery.   
 
Now that is hard for us to fathom, particularly those of us who have grown up hearing the 
message of the cross preached.  There are many of us who cannot remember a time when 
we did not know the message of the cross.  And that is not because it was programmed 
into the hard drive at birth. I was privileged to grow up and from the time I was a child 

                                                
13 1 Corinthians 2:11.  
14 1 Corinthians 2:9.  
15 Romans 10:14.  
16 1 Corinthians 2:14.  
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heard the gospel, heard the message of Christ crucified.  But, beloved, that is not the 
norm in this world.  
 
Six billion people alive on planet earth today, the vast majority of whom have never 
heard this word of the cross.  But, you know, even when they hear the word of the cross it 
scandalizes their sensibilities.   
 
You say, “What do you mean?” 
 
It scandalizes their sensibilities.  What I mean is this. In the first place mankind typically 
does not really believe he is as bad as he is.   
 
No one would argue with you, for the most part, that a man like Hitler would deserve 
God’s fierce judgment. No one would stand in this place today and say that the [?] killer 
deserves grace.  But if you ask a person, “Do you deserve hell?”  Very few would say, 
“Yes, I do.”   Because, after all, very few of us believe that we really are as bad as we are.   
 
And the word of the cross scandalizes our personal sense of righteousness because it is 
the definitive statement that God despises, hates sin.  It is the convincing demonstration 
that like a mighty furnace, banked with white hot coals God’s holy justice stokes his 
wrath against your sin and mine.  Man’s wisdom would never admit or concoct that 
point.  And the proof is that the alternative religions essentially say to man, “Earn your 
way into heaven.  Be good enough. Do enough good, live right long enough, God has to 
take you to heaven.” 
 
Beloved, it is not so. The word of the cross scandalizes our sense, our flawed sense of 
righteousness.  In the second place the idea that someone in a sense should die in the 
place of guilty sinners like us is repugnant. It is tragic.  It is unthinkable.   
 
And the natural man would never describe himself as that vile and that natural man 
would never dream a solution this unthinkable.  That is why biblical preaching does not 
impart man’s wisdom.  It imparts the wisdom of God. 
 
Look at verse six with me, please.  Paul says, “Howbeit we speak wisdom among them 
that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that 
come to nothing.”17 
 
We do impart wisdom.  And this is where he begins to reveal exactly how that happens.  
Note with me in verse seven just a little side point here for your blessing. The content of 
this message has originated in God and he says very plainly, “hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world to our glory.”18 
 
That is, God came to a decision before hand, thought it out, planned it out and he is in the 
process of accomplishing that. 
                                                
17 1 Corinthians 2:6.  
18 1 Corinthians 2:7.  
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But notice the intention. It is for our glory.  That is, it is for our good. It is for our honor 
one day.  God is not interested in just winning the great debate saying, “My wisdom is 
better than your wisdom.” 
 
No, God has an ultimate purpose in view that he would gather millions and millions of 
sinners just like the sinners who are assembled here this morning who would know him, 
whose sins would be dealt with, taken out of the way once and for all, whose natures 
would be born again, who would become the children of the most high God, living in 
perfect fellowship with him, perfect fellowship with one another, no fear, no doubt, not a 
shadow of darkness within our souls on that day.   
 
And he did it for your glory.   
 
Notice this as we press on that God’s wisdom is being revealed by the Spirit. 
 
Look at verse 10 again.  And in contrast with the rulers of this age, in contrast with 
people like us today or the natural man, notice how the Spirit is the antithesis. He is the 
one who reveals the wisdom of God.  Rulers of the age didn’t get it, but the Spirit of God 
reveals unto us God’s truth.   
 
Now how can the Spirit do that?  Well, that is where we go onto verse 11 and notice 
something very wonderful here.  The Spirit is the one who comprehends the thoughts of 
God.  He knows exactly what is in the mind of God. And he doesn’t hide it. 
 
Read verse 11.  Follow along as I read it out loud. 
 
“For what man knows the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even 
so the things of God knows no man, but the Spirit of God.”19 
 
And we fill in this, “Knoweth or comprehends.” 
 
And what is in view here? Look at verse 12. 
 
“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God;”20 and 
I think that that Spirit ought to be capitalized, “that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God.”21 
 
Isn’t this marvelous that God who has perfect knowledge, who has all wisdom, who has 
ordained a specific way of salvation in the ages past intends to reveal his truth to people 
like you and me?  What right do we have to know these things? What right does any of us 
have to know the mystery of salvation? And yet God comes and in great grace and 
kindness says, “I will reveal it to you and I am going to do it by my own Spirit.” 

                                                
19 1 Corinthians 2:11.  
20 1 Corinthians 2:12.  
21 Ibid.  
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And so that Spirit has been given to every believer. The Scriptures tell us here we have 
all received him. That is, we have all acquired possession of the Spirit that we might 
know, that we might understand.   
 
Look at what God has done.  He has given the Spirit to every one of his people so that 
they might have a full understanding of what he has done prior to this day, of what he is 
doing on this day and what he intends to do after this day.  God does not want you to be 
left in the spiritual darkness.  He wants you to know his heart. He wants you to know the 
wisdom of the cross. He wants you to understand its implications for your household.  He 
wants you to understand its ramifications for your business. He wants you to understand 
its practicality for Christian life and ministry.  God’s power is revealed in his giving of 
the Spirit to people like us that we might know. 
 
So I pause here and ask a very important question.  Are you relying on the Spirit of God? 
How about when you come to your devotional time?  Do you have that quiet time set 
aside? And maybe it is first thing in the morning. Maybe it is the middle of the day or 
even in the evening.  But are you relying more upon your logic, your intellectual ability 
to get it than you are the Spirit of God?  You miss the most important part. 
 
I hope that you begin each Bible reading time, each quiet time with a simple prayer. 
“Lord God, let your Spirit instruct my heart.” 
 
This is a difficult thing for me even to be patient of the exercise.  In my own study I am 
blessed with unbelievable tools. I mean, I wonder sometimes what preachers and 
theologians of days gone by would have done with some of the powerful tools that sit on 
our desktops.  I think there are certain curses that come with the computer age.  But, you 
know, I cannot bypass the Spirit’s work just because my computer has over 1200 
volumes that I can access in a second.  I cannot bypass the work of the Spirit just because 
on the shelves behind my desk are scores of volumes that are packed with truth.  The 
Spirit of God is the primary teacher and so it is fitting that whether preparing a sermon 
like we would have here in this place today or just coming to the Lord for quiet time, we 
all as the people of God say, “Oh, Lord God, let your Spirit be my teacher. Let your Spirit 
be my instructor.” 
 
And what joy to know that we all have that possession.   
 
Not one of you here is left out of this gift.   
 
Well, in the third place, the Spirit teaches the things of God.  Look at verse 13.   
 
“Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teaches, but which 
the Holy Ghost teaches; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”22 
 

                                                
22 1 Corinthians 2:13.  
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So the final part of this contrast, the rules of the age don’t get it.  Mankind doesn’t get it. 
The natural man in himself doesn’t get it, but the Spirit of God understands it and reveals 
it and even teaches it.  He discloses it. 
 
Now step back from the immediate passage again and let’s look at the big picture. Do 
you see where Paul is going with this?  Here is the big point he is making. 
 
So why, then, do so many of you brag and boast about being a Paul or Apollos or Peter? 
Not one of those men came up with this.  God initiated this great salvation.  The Spirit is 
the one who imparts, who declares truth to you of what Christ has done at the cross.   
 
He will go on in chapter three to say, flat out, “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos?”23 
 
And, again, we recognize that a right understanding of our God in his glorious work of 
salvation begins to settle our hearts. And it begins to squelch those natural divisions and 
arguments and quarrels that erupt in people like us.   
 
You can guarantee it that when two people are fighting they have lost sight of the cross.  
They are just not looking at the cross.  
 
You see, Paul’s point is not that the only message I ever preach is get saved, although 
there is a time to preach that message.  Be saved. We extend that invitation in all of life.  
His point is that we never leave the foot of the cross.  And it continues to grieve my heart 
that some of you would think that there is some alternative answer to your particular 
problem. 
 
Now, granted, there are particular applications that work out from the cross and I am not 
saying that we just kind of pull out a magic wand of the cross and waive it over your 
marital difficulties or your parenting issues or your job loss or whatever things are 
frustrating you.  But, beloved, all the wisdom that is found in God is summarized at the 
cross.  And I will bet if we explore the particular quarrel that you are tangled in right 
now, it may be that you are unwilling to humble yourself as Jesus did on the cross. It may 
be that you are unwilling to extend forgiveness as God forgave you through the cross.  It 
may be that you are taking credit for something that God himself initiated at the cross or 
you are not willing to extend mercy to someone as you have received mercy through the 
cross.  
 
Do you see? I am just starting to draw a few basic connections here.  And in the weeks 
ahead we will see how Paul will apply the word of the cross to a number of problems in 
Corinth.  
 
For our purposes today I ask this question.  So where is our boasting?  
 

                                                
23 1 Corinthians 3:5.  
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Why are you involved in a quarrel of a theological nature?  I said sometime back that 
there are actually a number of things in Christianity that are negotiable.  But to listen to 
some, everything they believe is non negotiable.   
 
I am not talking about the core deity of Christ, his life of obedience, his crucifixion, his 
resurrection, the person of the Holy Spirit. There are many things that we would not 
negotiate on that I am speaking of those things that get in the way of the cross, that empty 
it of its power.   
 
I trust that even in recent weeks you have begun to repent of those things, turning away 
from them, turning away from some sort of partisan devotion or loyalty to a particular 
personality or loyalty to a particular system of theology.  Because if that thing is more 
evident in your life and conversation than Christ crucified, you fail to see what Paul saw 
and committed himself to.   
 
And if we were really standing at the foot of the cross day in and day out in our thinking 
and our living, we would be a lot more patient with one another in this context.   
 
Some of you just looked at someone who came in the service this morning and made a 
judgment about their character by the way they were dressed or their countenance.  You 
have already assessed them as having a spiritual problem. And maybe the reality is they 
need your comfort, your encouragement.  Maybe that is not bitterness on their face.  
Maybe it is discouragement.  Maybe they are not dressed in the way that you think they 
ought to be dressed because that is all they possess.  You see, if we were living at the foot 
of the cross it would affect even those kinds of judgments that we make. That is what I 
am talking about. That is what Paul is getting to. 
 
When the crucified Christ is lifted high in a ministry, the hearts of God’s people are fed 
and rejoice.  And when we look for a church home to feed our souls or nurture our 
families the first priority must be cross centered, Christ exalting preaching.   
 
Your family may be entertained with man’s wisdom in a flashy children’s program or 
moved in great emotion through enticing words of theater, but your soul will not be fed 
unless Christ crucified is proclaimed.   
 
We are privileged in this day and age to have access to a lot of excellent preaching.  You 
can attend a number of churches in this town and I mean a number where there is 
tremendous preaching.  You can go online and there are live webcasts. There are sermons 
to be downloaded. There are sermons to print. I mean, there is no dearth of preaching in 
our world today.   
 
But I think two things are true.  One is it is good for those who are called to ministry to 
aspire to this kind of thing, but I will also say that when people have this kind of appetite 
God has a way of providing the kind of preaching they crave.  He does not let his people 
go hungry.   
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I actually want to take just a moment to thank you for being a congregation of hungry 
people.  You keep the pressure on my own heart in a good way.  And my temptation is to 
slack off is present every week because I am just made of dirt like you are.  But I will tell 
you.  I know that I will get killed if I show up and just spout man’s wisdom.  I hope it 
will always be that way.  I commend you for being a congregation that desires Christ.  
But I also exhort you to keep your heart fastened to him.  Keep your soul kneeling at the 
foot of the cross. Don’t ever settle for man’s wisdom because whether he keeps you here 
in Greenville or calls you halfway around the world, this is the measure of God honoring, 
biblical preaching. 
 
Father in heaven, we thank you for your Word. We thank you for its clarity and ask that 
you would continue to cultivate in us that kind of heart and hunger that craves the 
crucified Christ. And even in the weeks ahead as we see how this will apply more 
specifically to every day life, to our personal relationships, to our personal purity, to our 
interaction with other believers.  Oh, how we pray that you would awaken our hearts to 
the realities of this message.  
 
We pray for your blessing upon this dear congregation asking that even through the 
afternoon you would keep our hearts and minds fixed upon the Lord Jesus.  These things 
we pray in his name.  Amen.  
 
I will ask you to stand with me, please.   


