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Turn with me to Romans chapter 13. We continue our Sunday morning sermon series 
through this, the greatest letter ever written, Paul’s epistle to the Romans.  In previous 
weeks, months, over the last a little over a year we have seen that Paul in Romans lays 
out the gospel, the good news that sinners who deserve God’s wrath and punishment can 
be reconciled to the God they have offended not through their own good works, but 
through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, through his perfect life, his perfect 
righteousness, his atoning death on the cross, his resurrection and his ascension in Christ 
and in Christ alone we have salvation and that is good news.  We are clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ.  We need a righteousness to present to God and we cannot preset 
our own.  We need Christ’s righteousness. God’s grace is what comes and brings 
salvation to us, that unmerited favor. 
 
And yet we have also seen that God’s grace isn’t simply a gift that saves us, but it is a gift 
that transforms us. And so Paul, after spending 11 chapters on the gospel, the good news 
that we are saved because of what Christ has done, not what we do, comes to chapter 12 
and says, “Now we have a responsibility in light of this. We are to present our bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. And we are to seek to live for God, live for 
Christ in the world.” And Paul is now unpacking that statement that he made at the 
beginning of Romans chapter 12. He applies that to our use of gifts in the Church that we 
are to use our gifts to build up the body of Christ. He applies that to how we are to love 
one another. He applies that to how we are to treat our enemies. He applies that to how 
we are to treat those in governmental authority over us. We saw that last week.   
 
And now we come to the end of Romans 13 verses eight to 14 and, once again, he turns 
our attention back to how we are to love.  That is the focus of this passage.  We can live 
out God’s commands only because of God’s grace and only by God’s grace, but Paul also 
says our life here is to be lived not only in light of what God has done in Christ, but also 
what God will do in Christ.   
 
So with that background let’s look at Romans chapter 13 verses eight through 14. Hear 
the Word of the Lord.  
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Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.   
 
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.  
The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the 
daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 
sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.1 

 
And the grass withers and the flowers fade, but the Word of our God stands forever.  
 
Let’s, again, look  to God in prayer. 
 
Our Father, we thank you that you are a God of grace who not only has justified us, but 
who also sanctifies us, making us more and more like the Savior Jesus Christ, more the 
people that you desire us to be that we might live for you and that we might be bright 
lights for you in this world.  And, our God, we pray that you would come this morning, 
that you would convict us of our sin, that you would encourage us by your love for us, by 
your grace that empowers that we ask, oh God, that you would pour out your Spirit that 
we might understand  your Word and that we might leave this place this morning 
changed to live for you.  We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
What time is it?  Don’t look at your watch.  But that is a question that we often ask in our 
world today.  We live in a world that is dominated by the clock.  In many ways that is a 
good thing. In some ways it can be a not so good thing. We are constantly asking the 
question of what time is it.  Wake up. The alarm has not gone off. It is still dark. We turn 
over, look at the clock. What time is it?  How much longer do I have to sleep before I 
have to get up?  What time is it once the alarm goes off after I have taken my shower. I 
have got to be at work at a certain time.  What times is it? My favorite TV show is 
coming up soon. What time is it? I want to make sure I watch that show.  What time is it? 
I am hungry. I hope it is time for dinner soon. 
 
What time is it? That is a question that we often ask ourselves and that we often ask one 
another and the apostle Paul wants us to ask that question, perhaps not quite the same 
way that we might ask it, but he wants us to ask the question: What time is it?  And 
actually if you look closely again at what Paul says here in verse 11 of Romans 13 he 
actually doesn't say, “Get a sense of what time it is.” He says, “You know the time, that 
the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.” You know the time.   
 
                                                
1 Romans 13:8-14. 
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What time is it, Paul says. You know the time.  You know the time that we live in. Christ 
has come and Christ will come again.  And that affects how we live now.  
 
And this passage is a fitting passage for us to look at and discussion this first Sunday in 
Advent, because Paul says elsewhere in Galatians chapter four: 
 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law.”2 
 
Under the law is cursed. Under the law is condemnation. When the fullness of time had 
come, God sent Jesus to save us. And, indeed, Christ came and Christ came and 
proclaimed that God’s reign, God’s rule, God’s kingdom is here. It is here now. The 
kingdom of God is at hand. It is time to repent. It is time to turn from our sin. It is time to 
turn to the Savior Jesus.  The kingdom is here.  But not yet in its fullness. So Jesus can 
also instruct his disciples to pray to God, “Your kingdom come.”  It is here now, but may 
your kingdom come in its fullness.  
 
Biblical scholars refer to this as living in the time of the overlap of the ages or, as some 
would call it, between the times. We live in the time of both this age and the age to come. 
There is an overlap. We live in this age, an age of sin, an age of sickness, an age of death.  
But the age to come in Christ Jesus has broken in to this present age. The Spirit has been 
poured out in a mighty way. People are being saved turning to the Savior, the 
transforming work of God is now ongoing in this world. Christ has come so that God 
would once again take up his rule in this age.  
 
We are not there fully yet.  We do not yet see everything in submission to God and to 
Jesus Christ. So we live in this time of tension, the overlap of the ages, this age and the 
age to come. Sin still hangs on. We still get sick. We die. Our loved ones die.  And yet 
we have hope because Christ has come and one day Christ will come again and the age to 
come will come in its fullness. We live between the times.   
 
And Paul also uses another metaphor here in Romans chapter 13. He talks about the day 
being at hand.  You see that in verse 12.   
 
“The night is far gone; the day is at hand.”3 
 
I love the early morning hours and many of you know I have weird sleep patterns 
sometimes and I am often up when it is still dark and I love that time. I love the time 
when it is still dark, but I especially love the time when light is appearing, but the sunrise 
has not yet come.  And Paul is essentially saying that is the time in which you live.  The 
light has broken. Morning has broken, but sunrise has not yet come.  The day has 
dawned. We live in a time in which we see in the light but we see the full sunrise coming. 
Day has broken. The end is in sight.  And this affects how we live and how we should 
live in the world.   
                                                
2 Galatians 4:4-5.  
3 Romans 13:12.  
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Christ’s light has dawned which means now Christ is at work in our lives, in the lives of 
others, but the day is not fully here though we can see we know it is out there.  When we 
live in light of those realities, it affects how we live in the world. 
 
I have had a great joy over the last few years and many of you have had a... this joy for a 
much longer time to get to know Charles Wilson and to get to known Ruth Anne, to get 
to know their family. I have gleaned from his wisdom and our times together. They have 
been sweet times. I have been emboldened by his witness. I have been encouraged by his 
sweet spirit. 
 
This week we got together and we were chatting and we began to talk about the end for 
him and it is fairly clear that that day is coming. We don’t know when, but it is coming.  
We talked a little bit about his funeral and he made plans. What did he want sung at his 
funeral.  We talked about some things that he wanted to do. And one of the things that he 
said to me in this talk together was that in light of the coming he is more focused on the 
things that are important.   
 
Now I didn’t know that there was probably a second in his life when he didn’t focus on 
things that are important.  But he said to me that he is more focused now. Things are 
more clear for him now, more of a sense of urgency. And, in fact, we prayed for each 
other. I prayed for him and then he prayed for me. And he prayed. He had discussed not 
only his own sense of clarity and urgency, but he also prayed for me using the words of 
the great Puritan Richard Baxter that I would preach as a dying man to dying men, which 
is also my prayer. If you want to pray for me, that is a good prayer to pray for me, a dying 
man to dying men.   A sense of urgency, a sense of focus should mark our lives. 
 
So how should we live then in this age when the new day is breaking and the end is in 
sight? What time is it? I want us to see three things from our text this morning. The first 
is: It is time to put our affairs in order.  
 
This is what people do when they draw near to the end of their lives. If they have time, 
they seek to put their affairs in order. One of the things that Charles and I talked about 
this week, in fact, in our Sunday school lesson this morning in 2 Samuel we read the 
story of Ahithophel who had been David’s advisor, his counselor, but he went and he 
became an advisor to Absalom. I got all the As in there and I said too many As there 
trying to get them out. 
 
Ahithophel serving Absalom and he had given Absalom some advice. “Go after David 
now while he is weak.” And Absalom didn’t do it.  And Ahithophel, being the wise man 
that he was, knew that his time was over and so he went home to take his own life. But 
the first thing he did was he put his affairs in order. 
 
When the end is in sight, we put our affairs in order. And look at what Paul says here. He 
calls on God’s people to put their affairs in order. He says, verse eight: 
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“Owe no one anything, except to love each other.”4 
 
Now when Paul says, “Don’t owe anyone anything,” I don’t think that he means here that 
Christians should never borrow.  I think that is to read too much into this text. But 
basically what he is saying here is make sure that you pay your debts.  Owe no one 
anything in that sense except for a debt that we can never pay off and that it’s the debt to 
love. 
 
“Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law.”5 
 
We are to love each other.  Now what is love? We talked about love in our world today. 
For some love is only about our feelings. It is only about our sentiments. It is only that 
feeling that you get for someone. You have fallen in love. You have that special feeling 
in your heart.  
 
You hear this all the time. You hear this when couples decide to break up. They say 
what? Well, we just don’t love each other anymore. What does that mean? That special 
feeling is gone. That is what that means.  
 
Others, on the other hand, refer to love only in terms of actions, things that we do. And 
yet actions are not the sum of love.  Love includes both our feelings and what we do for 
others. And basically love comes down to this: Seeking the other’s highest good.  That is 
what love amounts to, seeking the highest good of another.  It means seeking what is 
positive in the other person’s life, seeking to do things for the other person. But it also 
means, as Paul goes on to say here in verse nine, there are negatives as well.  
 
“The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall 
not steal, You shall not covet,’ and any other commandment, are summed up in this 
word: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”6 
 
There are the you shall nots of love.  These commandments show us how to love.   
 
Now for some people today they will say and believe that love and law are opposite to 
one another. We are not to live under law anymore. We are to live the commandment to 
love.  We live in a new age where love is to dominate. But this commandment to love 
your neighbor as yourself is not a new commandment. Jesus certainly said you are to love 
your neighbor as yourself. That is the summation of the law. Paul says here you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. That is the summation of the law, but actually that goes back 
to the Old Testament itself.  The Old Testament says, “Here is the summation of the law: 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 

                                                
4 Romans 13:8.  
5 Ibid.  
6 Romans 13:9.  
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Love and law go together. In fact, it is so easy, especially in our world, but I think 
throughout history for love to turn into its opposite. Love can become mere 
sentimentality. Love can become doing something that I kind of feel because I have these 
certain feelings of compassion and I want to be drawn to that person. I don’t want things 
to harm that person that may actually be good for that person because of the feelings that 
it have.  
 
Love can sometimes take on forms of sensuality and immorality.  Love and law go 
together.  The law teaches us what love looks like so that love does not turn into its 
opposite. We are to walk in God’s commandments. That is how we are to love one 
another.  
 
Paul says, “Love,” and he says, “ You want to see what love looks like? Here it is.” And 
he quotes the commandments.  If you want to know what love looks like, we need to read 
the law. We need to reflect on the law of God.  
 
Paul sums this up in verse 10 when he says: 
 
“Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.”7 
 
It does not wrong to the neighbor.  
 
What time is it?  It is time to put our affairs in order. It is time to owe no one anything 
except a debt that we can never ever pay off and that is to love one another. Now that 
sounds awful, doesn’t it, in one sense? We think about a debt that we can never pay off. 
Some of you may have that feeling right now. You have got debts in your lives, credit 
card bills in your lives that you feel like you can never pay off. But here is a debt that 
can’t be paid off that this actually good for you and is actually a source of joy.   
 
Robert Haldane in his Romans commentary, the great old commentator wrote this. “The 
more you pay off this debt, the richer you will be in the thing that is paid.”  The more you 
pay off the debt to love, the richer you will be in love.  We are enriched as we love one 
another. 
 
So what time is it? It is time to put our affairs in order. Secondly, in light of the fact that 
morning has broken, that the end is in sight, it is time to wake up and live as in the day 
time.  Look with me at verse 11.  Paul says: 
 
“Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.”8 
 
The hour has come to wake up. It is time to put aside our spiritual slumber. It is time to 
put aside our moral slumber.   
 

                                                
7 Romans 13:10.  
8 Romans 13:11.  
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Now if you are like me you know how easy it is for inertia to set in. You know how easy 
it is to become lazy, lazy in the things of the world, lazy in the things of God.  And it is 
even easier to become lazy in the things of God because typically nobody else knows. 
That is between you and God.  But Paul said it is time to wake up, to put off our spiritual 
and moral slumber.  And as he goes on to say in verse 12 we need to cast off the works of 
darkness. What are those works of darkness?   Look at verse 13.  Paul goes on to say: 
 
“Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy.”9 
 
Now most of you, as we are reading along here, my guess is most of you were doing 
pretty well in the first four.  Knowing our church, I couldn’t say this in ever church, 
knowing our church I think you are probably doing pretty well. I think I got it. Orgies, 
drunkenness, yup, ok, sexual morality, sensuality, well, depending on how you define 
sensuality it may not be quite there.  These are all things that we would say probably do 
not mark us as a congregation. But then Paul turns toward us, doesn’t he?  Not in 
quarreling and jealousy, the great Presbyterian sins, quarreling and jealousy.   
 
Paul says put off these works of darkness. Cleanse from your midst fighting and disunity 
that stem ultimately from a me first attitude. And basically as we have seen in the past 
previous weeks from when we arrived at the end of Romans 11 through chapter 12 and 
through the beginning of chapter 13, we again need to be reminded that the Christian life 
is not about me.  The Christian life is not about how God fits in to my story, but it has 
how I fit into God’s plans and God’s story.  So quarreling and jealousy out of a result of 
saying, “It is about me and I want God and the Church to fit into my story.” 
 
Cast off those works of darkness. The contrast Paul says in verse 12 is to put on the 
armor of light.  And notice here Paul says: 
 
“...cast off the works of darkness.”10 
 
And notice he does not say put on the works of light. He says: 
 
“...put on the armor of light.”11 
 
He uses the imagery of warfare as he does elsewhere in his letters. The Christian life is 
war.  If we are going to walk as children of the light in an age that is still in darkness, it is 
a war. It is a battle.  And yet Paul says, “Put on that armor of light.” And he is going to 
define that more clearly in just a couple of verses. 
 
What time is it?  It is time to walk in the light. It is time to put on the armor of light.   
 

                                                
9 Romans 13:13.  
10 Romans 13:12.  
11 Ibid.  
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The New Testament scholar Oscar Kumon once described the coming of Christ and the 
effect of the coming of Christ on the Church in terms of the Second World War, D day 
and V day.  D day in June of 1944 was the time when the allied forces stormed the beach 
of Normandy. There that victory in that battle basically assured that they were going to 
win the war, that they were going not be successful.  
 
Now World War II raged on for 11 more months. There were still battles to fight.  But the 
key and decisive battle had been won. Victory was secure.  And that is the way it is with 
the Christian life. Because Christ has come, because he has triumphed over Satan, the 
principalities and powers, he has won the victory.  The only question now is not whether 
we are going to win, but when Christ is going to return with power and glory and the war 
will be over.  But in the meantime we are to fight the battle. There are many battles to be 
fought, many battles to be won. And we need to wake up, put on the armor of light. And 
we need to seek to win those battles.  There needs to be a sense of focus. There needs to 
be a sense of urgency that marks our lives. 
 
This week I read T. David Gordon’s book Why Johnny Can’t Preach. If you have not 
seen that book or the follow up to it Why Johnny Can’t Sing Hymns, they are wonderful 
books.  Why Johnny Can’t Preach, of course, it is based on those books from several 
years back Why Johnny Can’t Read, Why Johnny Can’t Write. Perhaps you are familiar 
with those. Why Johnny Can’t Preach, we are going to recommend it. Actually I may 
even have our interns read it together at some point. But David Gordon he says in the 
introduction to that book he wrote that book when he had been diagnosed with stage three 
colorectal cancer.  And he was given a 25 percent chance of survival.  And he said, “All 
of a sudden I saw my life possibly coming to an end.” He is now in remission and 
perhaps has many more years to go. “I saw my life coming to an end.” And he decided, “I 
needed to write this book about what was on my heart.”  And he had great focus as he 
wrote this book and, in fact, he even quotes Samuel Johnson. “Depend upon it, sir. When 
a man knows he is to be hanged in a fortnight, it concentrates his mind wonderfully.”  
 
When we know we are going into die, it causes us to focus and it gives a sense of 
urgency.  Paul says, “Have this sense of focus.” Christ has come. Christ will come again. 
The day is nearer now than when we first believed.  Christ is going to come. Nothing else 
needs to happen before Christ comes again in power and glory. That could come today. It 
could come tomorrow. It could come in 100 years. We don’t know when.  But we need to 
see the immanence of Christ’s return and we need to live in light of it.  We are in a war. 
The morning has broken. Sunrise has not yet come.  And in between we are in a war.   
 
Satan, Revelation 12 tells us, knows that because Christ has come he has been born, he 
has been victorious, he has been raised to heaven, a battle has been fought and won and 
Satan knows that his time is short.  That is what John tells us in Revelation chapter 12. 
We are in a war. We are in a battle. Wake up.  Let’s put on the armor of light. 
 
What time is it?  It is time to put our affairs in order. It is time to wake up and live as in 
the daylight.  And, third, it is time to dress properly, because the day has dawned. It is 
time to dress properly. 
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We all know, I think, the difference between night clothes and day clothes.  And we all 
know the bit of discomfort when we are still in our night clothes and it is the afternoon.  
We especially note when somebody comes and knocks at the door, rings our doorbell. 
We feel a little bit strange. We are still in our PJs.   
 
So Paul says, “We need to put on the right clothes. Put on clothes for the day. Put on,” as 
he has already said, “the armor of light.” But then he says in a different way in verse 14: 
 
“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires.”12 
 
Now here is the good news.  The good news is if you have trusted in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, if you by faith have been united to Christ, are one with him, you have put on 
Christ.  That is what Paul says in Galatians 3:27. We who have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.  We have his righteousness. We have his presence. We have his 
transforming Spirit with us.  This process of being changed into Christ’s likeness is 
already underway. We have put on Christ and because of that, Paul can make this 
statement.  Now put on the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
We must strive to be conformed to his image. We must seek to be dressed in his holiness.  
Now this means that we need to exercise care. As Paul says: 
 
“...make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”13 
 
We need to put sin to death.  We need to strive for holiness and Christ likeness. This is 
not something that simply comes naturally. This is not a matter of let go and let God.  
Strive. Put to death. Put on, Paul says over and over again. But we need to be careful.  
We need to be careful, careful that the flesh, the sinful nature does not control us, careful 
that we don’t let in things that corrupt our mind, that cause us to think in ways that we 
shouldn’t be thinking. We need to be careful that we don’t put ourselves in situations that 
compromise our holiness, our uprightness, our Christ likeness. Be careful. Make no 
provision for the flesh to gratify its desires, but put on the Lord Jesus Christ. Look to him.  
See his grace.  See his love.  See his glory. See his beauty and so be transformed into his 
likeness. 
 
I love the words of Robert Murray McCheyne who said, “For every one look at self, take 
10 looks at Christ.  Look to him.  Become like him.”  
 
The glorious news is that not only have we put on Christ are we called now to put on 
Christ, but the glorious news is that when Christ comes again in power and glory 
Scripture tells us, John tells us in 1 John we will become like him because we will see 
him as he is.  We need to live in light of that reality. Because Christ is coming, because 
we will be made fully like him, we need to put Christ on now.   
                                                
12 Romans 13:14.  
13 Ibid.  
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What time is it?  We live in the time when the end is in sight.  We need to live in light of 
it.   
 
Jonathan Edwards once said that every morning he spent 20 minutes meditating on 
heaven, because he wanted to live his life in light of heavenly realities. We need to live in 
light of what is to come, but more than that, the kingdom has broken in now. The light 
has penetrated the darkness. It is time to wake up. It is time to live as children. It is time 
to live as soldiers of the light. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
Our God, we thank you that you are a great and a gracious God who not only saves us 
from our sin, but who breaks sin’s power over us and who enables us to live in ways that 
bring glory to you and are good for us. So, God, we pray that you would come again 
today, that you would break the hold of sin in our lives that we might not seek to gratify 
the desires of the flesh, but that you might more and more today, oh God, give us anew a 
love for you, a desire to walk in your ways and to live for you. So come, we pray, in 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


