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GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT SERIES – HEALING 

“Are the Gifts of Healing for Today?” (2 Corinthians 12:8-12) 

Another distinctive claim of the non-cessationist, charismatic movement is their belief that they 
can replicate the apostolic signs and wonders ministry in the area of healing. Some charismatics 
dogmatically claim that God is still appointing apostles today who have the power to heal in the 
church. Most claim healing is the right of every Christian. Typical of this is City Harvest Church 
in Singapore who state on its website: 
 

We believe that when Jesus died on the cross, He also bore our sicknesses and 
diseases.  Divine healing is an integral part of the gospel. Deliverance from sickness is 
provided for in the atonement, and is the privilege of all believers. As such, in answer to 
believing prayer, the healing of the physical body and deliverance from demonic 
oppression by God’s power in Jesus’ name is as valid today as it was in the Early Church. 

 
New Creation Church in Singapore also asserts that healing and prosperity is God’s purpose for 
believers. They state on their Statement of Beliefs, “We believe that God wants to transform, heal 
and prosper us, so that we can live blessed and victorious lives that will impact and help others.” 
Some charismatics will claim that sickness is an indication of a lack of faith and label it as a sin or 
an attack of the devil. The most extreme charismatics will even denounce medical treatment as a 
sign of faithlessness. They argue that the sick person could be healed if he or she just had 
enough faith. This view is not only false, but also cruel!   
 The promise of healing is a very powerful allurement. The single greatest anxiety for 
most people is disease and death. Man is consumed with trying to alleviate personal suffering 
since the Fall. Nobel prizes are awarded for the leaders in this field. The best medical clinics and 
doctors are normally the richest! People who are ill are often desperate and even the most 
rational, balanced persons can do irrational and unbalanced things. The devil revealed the 
desperate human desire for life, “And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a 
man hath will he give for his life.” (Job 2:4) 
 As a consequence of this desperation for healing, the devil is cognisant that this is an area 
to manipulate gullible and helpless people. It is no coincidence that some of the most spurious 
deceptions are in this area from the quack doctors of the Middle Ages to the witchdoctors of 
Africa. One of the fastest ways to draw a crowd is to claim gifts of healing. Any “Christian 
Healing Evangelist” that can make grandiose claims in this area and promote it in a professional 
way is almost guaranteed to be box office. Even unbelievers will flock to such meetings.  

The ultimate tragedy in all of this is that many genuinely sick and diseased persons (if not 
all) leave these meetings without healing but with their wallets often lighter. Many are devastated 
and depressed thinking that they have somehow failed God or God has failed them. Some even 
turn away from the Gospel of Jesus Christ because of the fraudulent nature of the unfulfilled 
false promises of healing. 
 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS IN THE NT CHURCH 
 
There are spiritual gifts in the NT church. Theologians divide them into three broad categories: 
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(1) Gifted People – such as apostles, prophets, evangelists, and teaching pastors. 
(2) Permanent Edifying Gifts – such as giving, governments, helps, wisdom, faith, 

discernment, teaching, and preaching. These gifts are present in every age of biblical (OT 
and NT) and church history. 

(3) Temporary Sign Gifts – such as signs/wonders, healings, tongues. These gifts were 
linked to distinct offices like apostolic and were signs for a particular authentication 
purpose. They only appear infrequently in Scripture.  

 
REALITY OF HEALING GIFTS 

 
The first thing that must be accepted is that there were real gifts of healing in the Bible. The 
Apostle Paul listed in the gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12, “To another faith by the same Spirit; 
to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:8). So there were valid healing gifts amongst 
the body of Christ in Apostolic times. It was a sovereign gift from the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus Christ had healing gifts as part of His ministry, “Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of 
God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves 
also know” (Acts 2:22b). The healing gifts of Christ were to authenticate His Messianic ministry 
and divine office. The Saviour informed the unbelieving Pharisees, “But if I do, though ye believe not 
Me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in Him” (John 10:38; 
cf. 20:30-31). The gifts of healing were to authenticate that He was the Divine Son of God. 
When the paralyzed man was healed in Mark 2 we read, “And immediately he arose, took up the bed, 
and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on 
this fashion.” (Mark 2:12) Even the Scribes and Pharisees had to acknowledge the uniqueness of 
His ministry but then claimed the results were a consequence of being empowered by the devil 
(cf. Matt. 12:24). Before Christ there was no one on this earth who could go around and 
heal people in all places. His was a unique ministry of a unique Person. 

God also chose to sovereignly bestow the gifts of healing on the apostles and their 
associates (like Philip in Acts 8:5-7) for a limited time and limited extent to establish the early 
church by authenticating their apostolic authority. The Lord Jesus predicted this fact, “And these 
signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover.” (Mark 16:17-18) The Apostle Paul explicitly stated that the gifts of healing 
were integral to apostleship, 
 

Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, 
and wonders, and mighty deeds. (2 Cor. 12:12; cf. Rom. 15:18-19; Heb. 2:3-4) 

 
There are no apostolic offices in the church today. The 12 apostles were all directly appointed by 
God alone (cf. Gal 1:1). The Bible teaches that the 12 apostles were unique in that they were: 
 

(i) eyewitnesses to the resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 9:1, 1 Cor. 15:7-8, Acts 1:21-26); 
(ii) occupied foundational ministries for the church (Eph. 2:19-20);  
(iii) infallible in their preaching (1 Thess. 2:13) and writing (2 Pet. 1:20-21); 
(iv)  had authenticating sign gifts (2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:4); and  
(v) only 12 apostles are recognised in heaven (Rev. 21:14).  
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We don’t have any indication that the gifts of healing were given to anybody and everybody in 
the church in this era. 

Certainly no one meets such criteria today and no one is meant to do so. These are a 
unique group of persons. Once the foundation is built on these apostles God does not rebuild 
another foundation! There is no indication that others throughout church history would receive 
the same authentication gifts of healing.  
 

FACTS ABOUT HEALING GIFTS 
 
There are a number of things to note about healings in the Bible: 
 
(1) Miracles of healing were rare even in Bible times. They generally appear for a brief period to 
authenticate a new era of revelation (most commentators recognise the three brief eras of 
concentrated signs and wonders during the days of Moses/Joshua, Elijah/Elisha, and then the 
Ministry of Christ/Apostolic ministry). Indeed, if miracles happened every day they would be 
called “regulars.”  
 
(2) It is true that there are many instances of healing in the ministry of Christ. However, as we 
enter the apostolic age in the Book of Acts, there are real examples of healing but few are 
recorded. The longer we go in the Apostolic age, we see healing miracles become even more 
infrequent and even disappearing. Indeed, the latest recorded healing miracle was the healing of 
Publius’ father (Acts 28:7-10) around A.D. 58. By way of contrast, John completed the canon of 
Scripture when he wrote the Book of Revelation in A.D. 96. The gift of healing clearly begins to 
disappear as the Canon of Scriptures was completed and the church matured.  

This trend is seen even in Scripture itself. There is no mention of healing in the older 
epistles like the Pastoral Epistles. We discover towards the end of Paul’s life that Epaphroditus 
was gravely ill “nigh unto death” (Phil. 2:27), Trophimus was sick and Paul had to leave him that 
way (2 Tim. 4:20), and Timothy was suffering a long term stomach problem and Paul 
recommended medicine, “Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often 
infirmities” (1 Tim. 5:23). If healing was a “privilege” and “part of the atonement” for us today on 
earth then the Apostle Paul had failed to “claim it” for Trophimus and Timothy. Did the apostle 
who “laboured more abundantly than they all” (1 Cor. 15:10) have less faith than the faith-healing 
pastors of the modern charismatic movement? 
 
(3) The miraculous signs and wonders in the NT brought instantaneous, verifiable, and complete 
healing to the afflicted. They were never preplanned or choreographed in any way by a glitzy 
advertisement campaign. Speaking of Christ’s healing powers, Matthew 12:15 tells us that, “great 
multitudes followed Him, and He healed them all.” There was no need for physiotherapy or gradual 
restoration from residual weaknesses from diseases. We never read of people starting to improve 
or getting better under Christ’s healing ministry. Indeed, if there was a gradual process of healing, 
then the healing could be explained through natural causes. It would undermine the whole point 
of the authentication. When God heals someone He doesn’t do half a job! In Acts 3, Peter and 
John healed the lame man at the temple gate by a touch. We are told, “And he leaping up stood, and 
walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God” (Acts 3:8). Do we 
find this in modern-day charismatic healings? 
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 Furthermore, when Christ healed He did not have a team selectively choosing those who 
were to be healed or claimed to be healed, “great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them all.” 
(Matt. 12:15) There were no groups who came lame in wheelchairs or with crutches that then left 
that way. Christ’s healing was not just instant, complete, but also comprehensive. We should also 
note that Christ healed all kinds of diseases and disabilities. He did not just heal those with 
headaches, backaches and latent diseases like cancer or heart problems. The Master healed those 
with paralyzed limbs, missing body parts, blind from birth, and even those who were in the grave 
and certified as dead for a number of days. No New Testament miracle was attempted that 
was not a complete success.  

We must draw the distinction between the healing ministry of Christ and the apostles 
with that of the modern day charismatic movement. Most of the charismatic claimed healings are 
partial and unproven. Objective, verified, evidence of genuine miracles is conspicuously absent. 
They are also selective, as many are left in the sidelines in wheelchairs. By their own admission 
(unlike Christ) only a tiny minority can be healed in their meetings. If they really have the same 
gift of healing as Christ and the apostles had, then why don’t charismatic apostles go down to the 
local hospital and demonstrate it? John MacArthur wryly observed, 

 
Think of what it would be like to go into a hospital among the sick and the dying, walk 
up and down the hall, touch people and heal them like Jesus did. Wouldn't it be 
wonderful to go into the cancer ward and the heart disease ward and the Aids ward, and 
all the other places and just heal everybody? Somewhere along the line you want to ask 
these Charismatic healers why they don’t assemble all of themselves and go down to that 
place and let's see if they have the power to heal. Opportunities to heal the sick are 
unlimited, and if, as Charismatic’s claim, such miracles are signs and wonders, listen 
carefully, they say this, if they are signs and wonders designed to convince unbelievers 
that the Gospel is true, then wouldn’t that be the way to really convince them?  But 
strangely, the healers rarely, if ever, come out of their tents, rarely ever come out of their 
buildings; rarely ever come out of their television studios. I have never seen them in a 
hospital. I have never seen them walking down a ward with a camera following them. 
They always seem to exercise their gift in an environment which they totally control, 
staged their way, run according to their schedule. Why don't we see them moving out? 

 
Some faith healers claim that they could not heal those in the hospital because the sick don’t 
have enough faith. However Christ and the apostles healed many repeatedly without any 
expression of personal faith (cf. Luke 17:11-19; Matt. 8:28-29; Mark 1:23-26; John 9:36; Acts 3:6-
8). Indeed, Christ and the apostles raised dead people to life who clearly could not make any 
public expression of faith preceding the miracle! 

The irony is that these charismatic faith healers stand in pulpits with glasses on, fillings in 
their teeth, and ageing skin, yet they claim that they have power over healing in the body! Havner 
once wryly observed of Christ, “He did miracles and never advertised them, today we advertise 
them but cannot do them.” 
 
(4) The Saviour and the apostles never healed a person for any material gain nor did they seek 
publicity from miracles. Often the ministry of healing touched the lives of those who were 
destitute. Peter strongly denounced Simon Magnus for trying to buy healing powers (Acts 8:20). 
Most of the so-called faith healers today are anything but subtle in their attempts to boost their 



For 17 August 2014                                                                               Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 5 

popularity ratings and solicit donations. Many of these “healers” like Benny Hinn and Oral 
Roberts have made enormous fortunes. Their lavish lifestyles are legendary.  
 
(5) The fact that the person was not healed is no guarantee that they were under the 
chastisement of God for their sin. Job was one of the godliest men of his day. God testified of 
him, “ And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?” (Job 1:8). Despite his holy 
character, God allowed Job to suffer greatly mentally and physically in his great trial. His trial was 
so excruciating that he had to lie in ashes scraping the sore boils that afflicted his whole body (cf. 
Job 2:7-8). It wasn’t a lack of godliness or faith that caused Job’s affliction, but the first two 
chapters of the book of Job reveal it was the sovereign permissive will of God. 
 
(6) Even though God can still heal in His sovereign will on this earth in answer to prayer (cf. 
James 5:14-15), let us also note that everyone healed in this life will die eventually. The sentence 
of death still reigns supreme on this planet in every culture and on every continent. God has 
sovereignly made an appointment for every man with death. Even those God healed in the Bible 
still had to die! That is a fact that so many need to grasp. Ultimate healing only comes when the 
dead are raised in Christ (1 Thess. 4:13-18). One of the men that God did some of the greatest 
miracles through was Elisha. He even was able to see the dead raised to life. Yet we read in 2 
Kings 13:14, “Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died.” 

There is nothing unbiblical in seeking medical assistance for illness. There are some 
fanatical people who see such action as a lack of faith. A sovereign God has ordained doctors to 
meet medical needs just as He has ordained farmers to harvest crops to feed us. If it is lacking in 
faith to seek out medical help, then it must be a lack of faith to go to the supermarket for food 
or to ask teachers to educate us! 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Charismatic signs and wonders are not the same as the NT account. There are no new apostles 
today. The only place you will meet them is in heaven. The idea that God would authenticate the 
ministry of the charismatic movement over other orthodox churches does not even make logical 
sense. For if God was going to authenticate a preacher’s ministry today, why would he choose to 
do it for those who have the most erroneous theology and practice? Why would God not 
authenticate the Reformers or men like John Wesley and George Whitefield? Why would He 
authenticate a group of charismatics that practice fleshly worship, teach heretical prosperity 
theology, practice unbiblical ecumenism with the Church of Rome, and are riddled with public 
and private sin in the leadership?  

We do not need authenticating signs to determine who is a true preacher today. We have 
a complete and a perfect Bible that we can test every preacher by. Let us test everything by this 
book. It will accomplish perfectly God’s will in every life. That doesn’t mean that God cannot 
heal a man from sickness if we pray (Matt. 7:11; James 5:16-18). The Chinese Evangelist, John 
Sung (1901-1944) used to pray for people who were sick in his evangelistic crusades and on 
many occasions the Lord would graciously heal. But on other occasions the Lord chose not to 
do so. Indeed, John Sung himself died of intestinal tuberculosis after a long illness at the 
relatively young age of 42. 
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Sometimes a sovereign God may heal through prayer or through medical treatment or 
through a combination of both. This may confound medical opinion and expectations by 
restoring a person to full health from a debilitating or terminal disease. God may do this in direct 
response to prayer or He may do it just because He simply chooses to do it. This is simply a 
foretaste of the ultimate healing in glory from all diseases in our resurrected eternal bodies. 
However, there will be times when God sovereignly chooses not to heal.  

So we have every right to pray for healing but we have no right to insist that God has to 
answer our prayer for healing in one particular way. We see this in martyrdom. God sovereignly 
choose to deliver the three Hebrew children from the burning fiery furnace in Daniel 3 but He 
sovereignly chose that the Oxford Martyrs, Bishops Latimer and Ridley should be delivered in 
death in the burning fires of sixteenth century England. King Hezekiah was healed from his 
terminal disease in Isaiah 38 by God’s sovereign intervention in response to his prayer, but he 
still died 15 years later.  

God does not promise to heal everyone in this life. Indeed, all of us will ultimately die 
from the decay of the body, which is a form of disease. That is why physical healing was never 
something that Christ or the Apostles emphasized. They knew that the healing of the soul by the 
preaching of the Gospel was the greatest need for mankind. The Great Commission does not 
include a ministry of physical healing but a ministry of spiritual healing by the preaching of the 
glorious Gospel. That does not mean the NT church today should ignore physical diseases. We 
are to minister to the needs of the sick and medical treatments have often accompanied 
successful mission work in heathen lands. But the gifts of healing are not bestowed upon 
preachers today to authenticate their ministries.  

If God chooses (as He often does) not to heal our physical diseases, then like the apostle 
Paul, we need to submit to His will and we will discover, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong” (2 Cor. 12:9-10). When we are weak 
and submit to it, God always can be glorified by then showing His strength through us. One of 
the paradoxes of Christianity is that there are few greater blessings than to enjoy the fellowship 
of Christ in our sufferings. It can strengthen our faith and make us depend on God’s grace more 
and long for heaven even more.  

 
“I walked a mile with Pleasure;  

She chatted all the way;  
But left me none the wiser  

For all she had to say.   
 

I walked a mile with Sorrow;  
And ne’er a word said she;  

But, oh! The things I learned from her,  
When Sorrow walked with me.” 

 


